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Helicopter Utilization

As with any other medical intervention, there 

are factors to consider 

Risk 

Cost 

Benefit



Helicopter Utilization - Risk

ÅRapid proliferation of HEMS programs and missions 
in the US in the past decade

ÅIncrease in fatal crashes ïSafety concerns raised 
NTSB in Special Investigative Report on EMS 
Operations in January 2006

ÅIn the past year alone, NTSB has investigated 9 fatal 
crashes with 28 fatalities

ÅNTSB held hearings on February 3, 2009

ÅFollowing slides presented by Ira Bluman, MD at the 
NTSB hearings 

http://www.ntsb.gov/events/Hearing-HEMS/default.htm  





















Helicopter Utilization - Cost
ÅCost of transport by helicopter is significantly 

higher by thousands of dollars than by ground 
ambulance

ÅCost potentially offset by:

ïReductions in mortality

ïReductions in disability

ïMore rapid and accurate assessment at a regional 
trauma or specialty center

ïThe need for fewer higher level trauma and 
specialty centers and costly/duplicative services

ÅThere is a need for more scientific data on these 
issues



Helicopter Utilization - Benefit

ÅMany published articles on benefits of air 
medical services

ÅConflicting findings ï

ïConcerns regarding overutilization

ÅGeneral consensus that they improve outcomes 
in certain but not all patients (Thomas 2003)

ÅWhich patients benefit from a helicopter and 
how does one identify them in the field and in 
the hospital?


