2009 NASEMSO ANNUAL MEETING
NASEMSO Resolutions Process and Guidelines

Resolutions and Motions

Resolutions are used by the Association to convey a message and/or request for action to another association(s), organization(s), and or agency/agencies.  They are introduced and sponsored by a council or committee chair after that body has requested the chair to do so.  They may also be introduced and sponsored by a voting member, with or without additional co-sponsors (co-sponsors lend strength to the proposed resolution).  When the proposed resolution is submitted by a member without review of the committee/council with logical “jurisdiction”, it will be submitted to that council/committee chair for review prior to distribution to the membership.

The form of a resolution is as follows:

SAMPLE RESOLUTION #05-02 (Number assigned by Resolutions Committee)

Diversion and Transfer of Patient Care

Whereas, the American Hospital Association is an organization representing the nation’s hospitals and is currently addressing hospital capacity, overcrowding of emergency departments (EDs), the challenge of admitted patient flow into inpatient beds, and diversion of ambulances as major public policy issues; and

Whereas, the diversion of ambulances away from EDs does not target the root causes of hospital capacity and ED overcrowding issues; and

Whereas, emergency medical services ambulances are waiting unacceptably long periods, often hours, to return to service to answer 9-1-1 calls in their communities because of delays in the transfer of patient care from emergency medical services providers to hospital staff; and

Whereas, there are Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA) requirements that dictate that once the patient is on hospital property, the responsibility for patient care rests with the hospital; and

Now, therefore be it resolved that the National Association of State Emergency Medical Services Directors (NASEMSD) requests the American Hospital Association to assign representatives to meet with representatives of NASEMSD and its organization of State EMS medical directors to work collaboratively to eliminate the practice of ambulance diversion and assure timely transfer of patient care so that EMS units can return to service expeditiously. 

Intended Distribution:
American Hospital Association
Institute of Medicine

Sponsored: 
Louise Goyette (MA)
Fergus Laughridge (NV)
Greg Scott (IL)
Gene Wikle (AZ)

Motions may be made by the same individuals (chairs and members) to direct the Association, its councils, officers, and/or staff to take an action.  These may be submitted in advance through the Resolution Committee for consideration by the members before the business meeting, or they may simply be made during the course of the business meeting.

Process

For 2009, Shawn Rogers, Dia Gainor and Dan Manz will form the Resolutions Committee supported by Kevin McGinnis to prepare resolutions in advance of floor discussion during the Annual Business Meeting.  The submission deadline is by 5:00 p.m. Tuesday so that the Committee can prepare them Wednesday for presentation Thursday. The resolutions will be projected real-time on a screen during the business meeting so that editing will occur as the audience watches.   

Resolutions must be worked through an appropriate committee or council.
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