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1. NASEMSO Releases New Tools to Aid Education Agenda Implementation

NASEMSO announces the availability of two new documents intended to support national implementation of the
"EMS Education Agenda for the Future: A Systems Approach (Education Agenda)." Developed to support state
implementation activities, Talking Points and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) describe key elements and

provide greater understanding about the individual components of the Education Agenda. NASEMSO news release

2. NASEMSO Features State Spotlight Profiles
With the posting of the New Mexico State EMS Spotlight Page in March, our collection of basic information on
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each state EMS agency continues to grow. Previous profiles included Wyoming, Ohio, Colorado, Florida, and
Alabama. Virginia will have the State Spotlight for April. Would you like your state EMS office to have the May
Spotlight Page? Please send in your profile soon to reserve your month for your state EMS to be featured on the
NASEMSO Home page. Find out how you can participate here:
http://nasemso.org/StateSpotlight/StateSpotlight.asp.

3. NASEMSO Supports PSOB Benefits for EMS

NASEMSO has acted as a signatory supporting extension of the U.S. Congress-established Public Safety Officer
Benefit Program survivor benefits to the families/survivors of those nongovernmental emergency medical services
providers who die in the line of duty. To view the letter circulated by Advocates for EMS, visit www.nasemso.org.

4. NASEMSO Joins Partner Organizations to Support Function 550 Health Spending

NASEMSO has signed on to a letter to Congress in partnership with the Health Summit leadership for a funding
recommendation for FY 2010 for all health discretionary spending in the FY 2010 budget, which includes all
trauma-EMS related programs such as Trauma Systems, Childrens' EMS, Traumatic Brain Injury, etc. The
recommendation is for a $7.4 billion increase over the FY 2009 omnibus. This represents a 13 percent

increase. Health discretionary spending is contained within the Function 550 account in the annual Budget
Resolution produced by Congress. Slightly over $50 billion of this is for the seven major agencies: NIH, CDC, HRSA,
SAMHSA, AHRQ, IHS, and FDA. The rest, about $2.3 billion, resides within HHS, food safety activities within the
Department of Agriculture, etc. The recommendation does not include, but rather is over and above, emergency
funding requests. The Bill currently fails to provide funding for trauma systems, a disappointment to trauma care
advocates who have been trying to re-establish the HRSA Trauma-EMS program since legislation re-authorizing the
program was enacted in FY 2008. View thesign-2 y SGGSNI 2 Yy b! ywivaaskemd.érg. & 53]

5. Call for Speakers at Alaska State EMS Conference
Alaska is looking for a few good speakers at its annual EMS conference in November 2009. Download further
information.

6. New NGA State Workforce Best Practices Document Now Available

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) held a series of regional workshops on
pandemic preparedness in 2007 and early 2008. The workshops focused on the non-medical implications of a
pandemic and brought together state, local, and federal preparedness officials, members of the business
community, and representatives of volunteer and nonprofit organizations. Among the most common concerns
identified by workshop participants were the lack of policies for effectively managing state workers under the
unique circumstances of a pandemic. In after-action reports prepared at the end of each workshop, 21 states
identified as a high priority the need to focus on worker policies in the context of continuity of government and
maintenance of critical A Y ¥ NJ & (i NHzO (i dzNJB Gustbining teeState/VBodkfordeStrd@ diekifar Effective
Pandemic Planning” is now available from the NGA Center for Best Practices. a 2 NB X

7. US District Court Dismisses Eagle Air Lawsuit Against Colorado CDPHE
On March 12, 2009, the United States District Court for the District of Colorado dismissed Eagle Air Med
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is required for Colorado licensure. Eagle Air sought a declaratory judgment from the Court that the Colorado law
and rules that govern the licensure of air ambulances have been preempted by the Federal Aviation Act and the
Airline Deregulation Act. During briefing on the case, Eagle Air and CAMTS entered into a consent agreement that
allowed Eagle Air to retain its CAMTS accreditation. As a result of this agreement, the CDPHE closed its
investigation of Eagle Air with no adverse action taken. The CDPHE subsequently filed a motion asking the court to
dismiss the lawsuit for lack of subject matter jurisdiction, arguing that since the CDPHE closed its investigation,
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for the time being, leave intact the existing requirements in Colorado statute and rules regarding the licensing of
air ambulance services.

8. HHS Launches New Office of Recovery Act Coordination

The Department of Health and Human Services has announced the creation of the Office of Recovery Act
Coordination. The Office will help ensure the timely, organized and transparent distribution of an estimated $137
billion in Recovery Act Funds managed by the Department of Health and Human Services. The Department of
Health and Human Services has distributed $3 billion in Recovery Act funds as of March 11, 2009, to support a
variety of policies and programs including Community Health Centers and Medicaid. These activities are being
funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). To track the progress of HHS activities
funded through the ARRA, visit www.hhs.gov/recovery. To track all federal funds provided through the ARRA, visit

www.recovery.gov. A state-by-state breakdown of ARRA Medicaid funding is listed here. A state-by-state

breakdown of Community Health Care Centers funding is here.

9. New Funds for 1,128 Health Centers- Additional 2 Million Patients Will Receive Care

HHS has announced $337 million in dncreased Demand for Servicess AN} yG & F2NJ mImHy 27
centers that are struggling to care for families hit hard by the economic downturn. With these new funds, health
centers will be able to provide care to an additional 2 million people, half of whom have no health insurance. The
grants -- titled Increased Demand for Services (IDS) grants -- will be distributed to 1,128 federally qualified health
center grantees. Health centers will use the funds over the next two years to create or retain approximately 6,400
health center jobs. To see a list of grantees by state, go to
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/hrsa/idsgawards.html.

In related news, to see a complete list of the revised Disproportionate Share Hospitals (DSH) allotments that
include additional funding provided through the Recovery Act to account for higher costs associated with treating
uninsured and low-income patients, please visit http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/cms/dshstates.html.

Finally, the Council of State Governments has a comprehensive site devoted to the stimulus --
http://www.staterecovery.org/. Under state responses (http://www.staterecovery.org/state-responses), there

are press releases, general areas of stimulus spending, and in some cases, point-of-contact information by state.
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10. New TFAH Report Focuses on Public Health Funding
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that found Midwestern and Southern states received less funding from the federal government than Northeastern

and Western states did in fiscal year (FY) 2008 for disease prevention programs, which can amount to millions of

dollars in differences. The Shortchanging America’s Health: A State-By-State Look at How Federal Public Health

Dollars are Spent also examines how the economic downturn could lead to serious cuts to disease prevention and
emergency preparedness programs at the state level. The report found that states receive $17.60 per person on

average from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to spend on public health. Midwestern

states received an average of $17.69 per person and Southern states received $18.43 per person, while

Northeastern states received $22.49 and Western states received $23.94 per person from the CDC.

11. 6™ Annual TFAH Report on State Preparedness Now Available Online

Trust for America's Health (TFAH) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) released the sixth annual
Ready or Not? Protecting the Public's Health from Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism report, which finds that
progress made to better protect the country from disease outbreaks, natural disasters, and bioterrorism is now at
risk, due to budget cuts and the economic crisis. In addition, the report concludes that major gaps remain in many
critical areas of preparedness, including surge capacity, rapid disease detection, and food safety. The report
contains state-by-state health preparedness scores based on 10 key indicators to assess health emergency
preparedness capabilities. a 2 NB X

12. IOM Releases HIPAA Privacy Rule Report

The Institute of Medicine Committee on Health Research and the Privacy of Health Information has released its
final report, Beyond the HIPAA Privacy Rule: Enhancing Privacy, Improving Health Through Research on February 4,
2009. The report examines the impact of the HIPAA Privacy Rule on protecting health information, and offers
major recommendations for legal and policy reforms. The full report is available at
http://www.iom.edu/CMS/3740/43729/61796.aspx.

13. Updated AHA Clinical Practice Guideline Describes Heart Failure Treatment for Adults

Updated guidelines on the diagnosis and management of heart failure will help physicians incorporate the latest
research findings into the treatment of patients with this complex and disabling disease. The guidelines update
was a joint effort of the American College of Cardiology (ACC) and the American Heart Association (AHA), and was
accomplished in collaboration with the International Society for Heart and Lung Transplantation. The new
document, a focused revision of guidelines released in 2005, has been published online in the Journal of the
American College of Cardiology (JACC) and Circulation: Journal of the American Heart Association. An upcoming
webinar is planned for April 16, 2009 at 2pm EDT titled oFocused Update: ACCF/AHA Guidelines for the Diagnosis
and Management of Heart Failure in Adults.€ A slide set outlining the differences between the 2005 and 2009
guidelines is also available. Download the AHA supplement now from Circulation.

14. NHLBI Halts Study of Concentrated Saline for Patients with Shock Due to Lack of Survival Benefit
The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) of the National Institutes of Health has stopped a clinical trial
studying the benefits and safety of administering a highly concentrated form of saline solution in the ambulance
(before hospital arrival) to trauma patients suffering from shock due to severe bleeding. The trial was stopped
because patients who received the concentrated saline solutions were no more likely to survive than those who
received a normal saline solution. A parallel study of concentrated saline for traumatic brain injury without shock
continues. a 2 NB X
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15. New GAO Report Finds Unethical Practices in IRB System

Millions of Americans enroll in clinical studies of experimental drugs and medical devices each year. Many of these
studies are meant to demonstrate that products are safe and effective. The Department of Health and Human

{ SNBAOS&EQ 611 {0 hFFAOS F2NI I dz¥ty wSaSkNDODK t NRGSOGAZ2Y
responsible for overseeing aspects of a system of independent institutional review boards (IRB). IRBs review and
monitor human subjects research, with the intended purpose of protecting the rights and welfare of the research
subjects. In a new report, the GAO found that the IRB system is vulnerable to unethical manipulation, which
elevates the risk that experimental products are approved for human subject tests without full and appropriate
review. GAO investigators created fictitious companies, used counterfeit documents, and invented a fictitious
medical device to investigate key aspects of the IRB system. To view the full report, HUMAN SUBJECTS RESEARCH
Undercover Tests Show the Institutional Review Board System Is Vulnerable to Unethical Manipulation, including
the scope and methodology, click on GAO-09-448T, March 26.

16. Fugate Nominated as FEMA Administrator

President Obama has announced his intention to nominate Craig Fugate as Administrator for the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano also
announced that Jason R. McNamara will serve as the Chief of Staff for FEMA. Craig Fugate was appointed the
Director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management in 2001. A position he has held for eight years. In that
time, he has presided over 23 Declared State Emergencies, 11 of which were Presidential Declared Disasters.
Fugate oversees the Division with a mandate to coordinate disaster response, recovery, preparedness and
mitigation efforts with each of the state's 67 counties and local governments. From volunteer firefighter,
Paramedic, to Lieutenant with Alachua County Fire Rescue, his 15 year career in local government included serving
10 years as the Emergency Manager for Alachua County, Florida. a 2 NB X

17. NASEMSO Adds Decontamination Resource to Web Site

In the recent past, terrorist organizations have used different chemical, biological, and radiological (CBR) weapons
to pursue their own agendas. In 1995, the Aum Shinrikyo cult released sarin onto the Tokyo subway system, killing
12 and injuring hundreds. In 2001, anthrax spores were sent through the U.S. postal service to U.S. senators, killing
five postal employees and infecting 22 more. The increasing complexity and scale of these incidents suggest the
possibility of a large scale attack with a Weapon of Mass Destruction (WMD) causing thousands of casualties on
U.S. soil. Since these attacks are difficult to prevent and may happen anywhere and at any time, mass
decontamination is one of the key elements to managing the consequences of such an event, saving lives, and
limiting the number of injuries. Guidelines for Mass Casualty Decontamination During a HAZMAT/Weapon of Mass
Destruction Incident has been prepared by the U.S. Army Chemical Biological, Radiological and Nuclear School and
U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical Biological Center. This document is intended to provide mass casualty
decontamination guidance to both the military and civilian first responder communities and was recently posted
on the NASEMSO web site at www.nasemso.org.

18. AHRQ Releases Recommendations for a National Emergency Evacuation System

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has released the new report, Recommendations for a
National Mass Patient and Evacuee Movement, Regulating, and Tracking System, which recommends developing a
coordinated multi-jurisdictional evacuation system that builds on existing resources and procedures available at
the state, local, and federal level. To develop a national system to locate, track and regulate patients and evacuees
leaving disaster areas, the report recommends collecting eight essential data elements to identify each patient or
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evacuee, their health status and location from existing data sources like hospitals. It also recommends collecting
baseline inventory levels of key resources such as available hospital beds and ambulances or other medical
transportation. a 2 NB X

19. FEMA Announces NLE 2009

National Level Exercise 2009 (NLE 09) is scheduled for July 27 through July 31, 2009. NLE 09 will be the first major
exercise conducted by the United States government that will focus exclusively on terrorism prevention and
protection, as opposed to incident response and recovery. NLE 09 is designated as a Tier | National Level Exercise.
Tier | exercises (formerly known as the Top Officials exercise series or TOPOFF) are conducted annually in
accordance with the National Exercise Program (NEP), which serves as the nation's overarching exercise program
for planning, organizing, conducting and evaluating national level exercises. The NEP was established to provide
the U.S. government, at all levels, exercise opportunities to prepare for catastrophic crises ranging from terrorism
to natural disasters. NLE 09 is a White House directed Congressionally- mandated exercise that includes the
participation of all appropriate federal department and agency senior officials, their deputies, staff and key
operational elements. In addition, broad regional participation of state, tribal, local, and private sector is
anticipated. This year the United States welcomes the participation of Australia, Canada, Mexico and the United
Kingdom in NLE 09. & 2 NJB X

20. New GAO Report Focuses on Disaster Recovery

Recovery from major disasters is a complex undertaking that involves the combined efforts of federal, state, and
local government in order to succeed. While the federal government provides a significant amount of financial and
technical assistance for recovery, state and local jurisdictions work closely with federal agencies to secure and
make use of those resources. This testimony describes lessons and insights that GAO has identified from review of
past disasters, which may be useful to inform recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricanes ke and Gustav, as well as
disasters yet to come. Disaster Recovery: Past Experiences Offer Recovery Lessons for Hurricanes lke and Gustav
and Future Disasters. GAO-09-437T, March 3.

21. CHEMTREC DVD Now Available

The 2009 CHEMTREC® outreach effort will soon kick into high gear with new DVD, CHEMTREC — An Overview for
Emergency Responders. If you have not already seen this video, please visit www.CHEMTREC.com to download the
video for FREE.

22. New GAO Report Reflects DHS Progress Since 2006

This statement provides information about select actions related to the 2006 GAO report on the response to
Hurricane Katrina that FEMA and DHS have taken to implement the Post-Katrina Act. The actions described are
drawn from the November 2008 GAO report and, where possible, March 2009 updates from program officials. As
reported in November 2008, for most of the provisions examined by the GAO, FEMA and DHS had at least
preliminary efforts underway to address them.GAO also identified a number of areas that still required action, and
noted that it was clear that FEMA and DHS have work remaining to implement the act. Emergency Management:
Actions to Implement Select Provisions of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act. GAO-09-433T
March 17

23. New AHRQ Tools Focus on Care of Children
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality has released two new tools designed to protect and care for
children who are in a hospital or a school during a public health emergency:
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9 Pediatric Hospital Surge Capacity in Public Health Emergencies consists of guidelines to assist pediatric

hospitals in converting from standard operating capacity to surge capacity and help community hospital
emergency departments provide care for large numbers of critically ill children. The tool addresses needs
such as communications, staff responsibilities, triaging, stress management, and security concerns when
handling large numbers of children with either communicable respiratory diseases or communicable
foodborne or waterborne illnesses.

I School-Based Emergency Preparedness: A National Analysis and Recommended Protocol is a national

model for school-based emergency response planning. It provides guidance on the recommended steps
for both creating and implementing a school-based emergency response plan. Steps outlined include
performing needs assessments, conducting site surveys, developing training modules for school staff, and
informing parents of the plan, as well as steps relating to building security and safety, preparation for
large-scale emergencies, sheltering-in-place and lockdown, evacuation, relocation, and communications.
Included with the guidance is a model school-based emergency response plan developed by the
Brookline, Mass. school district in cooperation with the Center for Biopreparedness, the division of
Harvard Medical School that prepared both sets of guidelines under contract to AHRQ.

20K G22fta | NB | @I Anftg:/BvivwSahrg.gbv/preb/Monfr@eSsingbe Eidted @opids Gin bé
ordered from the AHRQ Publications Clearinghouse at AHRQPubs@ahrg.hhs.gov or 800-358-9295.

24. National Heroes Award Nominations Due April 3

The Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) National Resource Center (NRC) is currently seeking
nominations for the 2009 EMSC National Heroes Awards (NHA). These awards are presented to individuals who
make an outstanding contribution to the EMSC Program. This year's award categories include: EMSC Project
Coordinator/ Manager of Distinction, EMSC Provider Leadership, EMSC Family Representative Volunteer of the
Year, EMSC Advisory Committee Member, Outstanding EMSC Research Project, State EMSC Policy Leader of
Distinction, and EMSC Lifetime Achievement. Nominations are due Friday, April 3, 2009. Winners will be
announced at the 2009 Annual EMSC Program Meeting in June. Note that one person can make multiple
nominations, and that the selection process for each awardee has changed. Copies of the brochure/nomination
form are available through the NRC website.

25. Guidebook Available on Stimulus Funds

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, signed into law on February 17, will create and save over 3 million
jobs and address the economic crisis through $789 billion of investments in infrastructure, energy independence,
education, and health care; and will provide tax relief, including a tax cut for 95 percent of working Americans. The
new law includes requirements that many spending initiatives be targeted at ready-to-go projects and contains
significant accountability measures. Congressman Oberstar (MN) has provided a guidebook designed for
individuals, local governments, and businesses - to make stakeholders aware of most spending programs and tax
relief provisions included in the 781-page conference report. In general, this law uses traditional funding methods
to distribute money to specific projects. In some cases, funding will be distributed to state, regional, or local
government entities by formula. In other cases, it will be distributed by the federal agencies through competitive
grants.
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26. National Trauma Center Stabilization Act Introduced in Senate

U.S. Senator Murray (D-WA) has introduced S. 733, the National Trauma Center Stabilization Act of 2009 which
provides federal grants for trauma care centers across the nation that are struggling and often closing their doors
because of the increased costs of providing health care and uncompensated charity care. The National Trauma
Center Stabilization Act will provide assistance for economically distressed trauma centers by reauthorizing federal
funding for centers facing the highest uncompensated costs, provide emergency funding to help prevent trauma
center closures or downgrades, provide financial support for core mission services and address the growing
problem of physician shortages and lack of access in underserved regions. A similar Bill, H.R.936, was introduced
by Rep. Towns (D-NY) in the US House of Representatives in February.

27. New GAO Report Focuses on Pan Flu Preparedness Efforts

GAO has conducted a body of work over the past several years to help the nation better prepare for, respond to,
and recover from a possible influenza pandemic, which could result from a novel strain of influenza virus for which
there is little resistance and which therefore is highly transmissible among humans. Influenza Pandemic: Sustaining
Focus on the Nation's Planning and Preparedness Efforts. GAO-09-334, February 26.

28. Comments Sought on Road Safety White Paper

The first international conference focusing on the occupational aspects of road safety took place in Washington DC
in February. The International Conference on Road Safety at Work brought together 220 delegates from 44
countries to discuss strategies to prevent road traffic injuries in the workplace. The meeting was organized by
NIOSH and co-sponsored by the World Health Organization, International Labour Organization, National Safety
Council, World Bank, and U.S. Department of State. A proceedings document is currently being assembled. Please
comment on the draft white paper by March 31st at
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/programs/twu/global/pdfs/WhitePaper.pdf.

29. UM Proposes Improvements in Analysis of Crash Data

A new transportation safety report, ITS and Transportation Safety: EMS System Data Integration to Improve Traffic
Crash Emergency Response and Treatment, is now available from the University of Minnesota. This study evaluates
the use of information systems and intelligent transportation systems across the emergency response continuum
of care to vehicle crash emergencies. An integrated system to produce data for real-time decision making and
holistic performance and clinical analysis currently does not exist, but has the potential to improve emergency
response and patient care. Proposed in this study is an Integrated Crash Trauma Information Network (ICTN) to
allow for integrated information exchange. A case study analysis was conducted across three overlapping
dimensions to assess current challenges and potential benefits to integrated information sharing: operational,
organizational, and governance. The study found potential health provision and data analysis benefits to
integrated information sharing and posited a normative architecture to guide the design of systems to better use
and analyze crash data. a 2 NJS X

30. Rethinking Drinking Offers Tools to Assess and Change Risky Drinking Habits

A new Web site and booklet from the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) could help many
people reduce their risk for alcohol problems. Called Rethinking Drinking, the new materials present evidence-
based information about risky drinking patterns, the alcohol content of drinks, and the signs of an alcohol problem,
along with information about medications and other resources to help people who choose to cut back or quit
drinking. The Web site T RethinkingDrinking.niaaa.nih.gov T also features interactive tools, such as calculators for

measuring alcohol calories and drink sizes. NIAAA is part of the National Institutes of Health.
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31. Preventable Injuries Burden State Budgets

¢ KS /N&ibnfl Eenter for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC) is supporting the National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL) to track and analyze state-level legislation, educate state policymakers on injury and violence
issues, and convene groups of state-based experts and decision-makers to determine how best to inform
policymakers about injury policy issues in states. Through this collaboration, NCIPC is working with NCSL to track
legislation related to falls, the minimum legal drinking age, child maltreatment (specifically shaken baby
syndrome), teen dating violence, and unintentional poisoning. NCSL is also developing a number of injury-related

LJzof AOFGA2ya FT2NJ adlaGS LRtAOCYF{SNARS AyOfdzRAYy3I LRadol

this collaboration, the attached Legisbrief was published in January 2009. The Legisbrief entitled, "Preventable
Injuries Burden State Budgets," presents data depicting the burden of injuries and actions that can be taken at the

federal and state levels to prevent injuries and violence.

32. SAMHSA Accepting Applications for $1.5 Million in Grants for Supportive Housing Services

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is accepting applications for fiscal year
2009 grants for the Services in Supportive Housing program. The purpose of this program is to help prevent or
reduce chronic homelessness by funding services in coordination with existing permanent supportive housing
programs and resources for individuals and families experiencing chronic homelessness. SAMHSA expects that up
to $1.5 million will be available for up to 4 grants of approximately $400,000 per grant for up to five years. The
actual award amount may vary, depending on the availability of funds and the progress achieved by the

awardees. ¢ KS 3ANI yia oAff 0SS FRYAYAA(HSNBR 0wheapplicatibnfdieQa / Syl

date is April 17, 2009. More...

33. President Nominates HHS Secretary

President Obama has officially nominated Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius as Secretary of Health and Human
Services. In this role, Sebelius would oversee a department with wide-ranging responsibilities essential to the
American people, including the implementation of the President's vision for health care. As Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Sebelius will work with Democrats and Republicans alike to cut costs, expand access, and improve
the quality of health care for all Americans. More...

34. CDC Releases Data from NVDRS

An estimated 50,000 persons die annually in the United States as a result of violence-related injuries. This new
NBLE2 NI adzYYlINAT S& RFEGE FNRY /5/ Q&8 blidAz2ylt A2t Syd 5§
from 16 U.S. states for 2006. Results are reported by sex, age group, race/ethnicity, marital status, location of
injury, method of injury, circumstances of injury, and other selected characteristics. a2 NB X

Ly NBflFGSR yS6aX®deKS / 5/ 5A @ACE00-20¥, "DevElopmehtafithd NathBal t NB @S yf

Violent Death Reporting System" was published on www.grants.gov, Tuesday, March 3. The application deadline
date is May 4, 2009.

To access the announcement and application package:
9 Select www.grants.gov
9 Select 'Apply for Grants' in the upper left corner
f {StSO0 U{GSLI mY 52yt 2FR F DNIyd ! LI AOFIGAZ2YQ
9 Insert the Funding Opportunity Number in the format: CDC-RFA-CE09-904
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http://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/productDetail.htm?prodid=0190001703
http://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/productDetail.htm?prodid=0190001703
http://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/productDetail.htm?prodid=0190001703
http://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/advisories/0902272622.aspx
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/09/03/02/Sebelius-at-HHS/
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss5801a1.htm?s_cid=ss5801a1_e
file:\\www.grants.gov
file:\\www.grants.gov
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This FOA is posted on the CDC Grant Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) webpage, at
http://www.cdc.gov/od/pgo/funding/FOAs.htm.

35. HHS Issues Special Report on Health Reform and Launches New Web Site

The Web site allows Americans to view the White House Health Forum, read the Report on Health Care Community
Discussions, share thoughts about health reform with the Administration and sign a statement in support of
President Obama's commitment to comprehensive health reform this year. More...

36. HHS Names National Coordinator for Health Information Technology

The Department of Health and Human Services has announced the selection of David Blumenthal, M.D., M.P.P. as

GKS holYlF ' RYAYAAUNIX A2y Qa OK2AO0S F2NJ blAdtheNsfibnhl / 2 2 NR

Coordinator, Dr. Blumenthal will lead the implementation of a nationwide interoperable, privacy-protected health

information technology infrastructure as called for in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Dr.

Blumenthal most recently served as a physician and director of the Institute for Health Policy at The Massachusetts

General Hospital/Partners HealthCare System in Boston, Mass. He was also Samuel O. Thier Professor of Medicine

and Professor of Health Care Policy at Harvard Medical School. There, he also served as director of the Harvard

University Interfaculty Program for Health Systems Improvement. Prior to that, he was senior vice president at
2302y Qa . NRAIKFY FYR 22YSyQa | 2aLAGEE | yYRIlicgabBdNIISR | &

Management and as a lecturer on Public Policy at the John F. Kennedy School of Government. a_2 NB X

37. Landmark FEMA Firefighter Health Study Results Released

H. Robert Superko, MD, principal investigator in the landmark FEMA-sponsored study of firefighters aged 40 and
over conducted at Saint Joseph's Hospital in Atlanta, released preliminary findings in the world's first study of first
responders at risk of suffering sudden death or other significant cardiac events. Firefighters are known to have a
three hundred percent increased risk for cardiac disease as compared to other segments of the population. Study
volunteers underwent a comprehensive genetic screen of more than a million genes including newly identified
KIF6 (statin responsiveness gene) and 9p21 (myocardial infarction gene), advanced phenotype (blood) and imaging
analyses, diet and exercise review over the year-long study. Complete statistical and comprehensive genetics
results are expected this year. a 2 NS X

38. Kidde Recalls to Replace Fire Extinguishers Due to Failure to Operate

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a
voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled products immediately
unless otherwise instructed. This recall involves the Kidde XL Fire Extinguishers with model numbers FX340SC,
FX340H, FX340GW, XL5MR, FX210R, FX340SC-2, FX210W, XL2.5TCZ-4, E-340-3 and with manufacture dates
between October 2007 and April 2008. The pressurized cylinders in the recalled fire extinguishers could lose
pressure and fail to operate. In the event of a fire, this failure could put a consumer and property at risk. a 2 NB X

39. Power Through It All" Materials Now Available
¢KS O9YSNHEHATSNI / 2NLR2NFGA2Y YR GKS L ! -QdrtofkHe @8 yeddBrig S| & SR
family preparedness program that encourages people to be prepared for natural disasters that typically occur

during spring and summer months. The Power Through It All program provides tips for preparing an emergency

L2 oSN {AG a2 GKFIG FLEYAEASA g2yQli 0SS STl Ay GKS RIFNJ
should include a flashlight for every member of the household, extra batteries to keep them running and a battery-

operated cell phone charger so they can stay safe and connected. a 2 NB X
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http://www.cdc.gov/od/pgo/funding/FOAs.htm
http://www.healthreform.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQzMTQzNSZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC00MzE0MzUmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NDc3OTkyJmVtYWlsaWQ9cm9iaW5zb25AbmFzZW1zby5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPXJvYmluc29uQG5hc2Vtc28ub3JnJmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2009pres/03/20090305a.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2009pres/03/20090320b.html
http://sev.prnewswire.com/health-care-hospitals/20090317/CL8510617032009-1.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09151.html
http://www.energizer.com/learning-center/Pages/keepsafekeepgoing.aspx
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40. IHI Announces New Patient Safety Tool

The Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) is pleased to introduce a new web-based program that will teach
organizations how to use the IHI Global Trigger Tool to help them measure instances of harm often missed using
traditional methods of reporting and tracking errors. The GWeb&ACTION¢  LINRt#HddWsMg the IHI Global
Trigger Tool for Measuring Patient Safety, is designed for teams of reviewers who will use the IHI Global Trigger
Tool to identify patient harm and use the results gleaned from the tool to measure the effectiveness of safety
improvements. Web&ACTION programs combine intensive expert-led web-based learning sessions followed by
Action Periods during which participants apply their knowledge into real-time practice through detailed
assignments. The program also includes six additional telephone calls designed, in combination with the three
webinars, to guide the beginner IHI Global Trigger Tool user into a sophisticated user able to create a system of
tracking harm and improvement within their organization. More...

41. Last Call for EMS Week Toolkit Orders

Wdza G I NBYAYRSNI GKIFG AF @2dz KI @S ¢yMsiveek MtsNdedseRi@sods)f | OSR |
soon as possible. ACEP is in the process of shipping them out right now. Please visit the ACEP EMS Week Web site

at http://www.acep.org/emsweek to place your order online (for orders of 1-9 kits), or send an e-mail with your

request.

UPCOMING EVENTS

***STATEWIDE EMS CONFERENCES***

As of March 30, 2009 this program is STILL ON! North Dakota EMS Rendezvous
Conference & Tradeshow. Apr. 2-4, 2009. Civic Center, Bismarck, ND. Contact the ND EMS Association at
701.221.0567 or www.ndemsa.org for further information.

2009 South Carolina Emergency Care Symposium. April 15 - 18, 2009, Sheraton Myrtle Beach
Convention Center Hotel, Myrtle Beach, SC. For more information, go to www.scemsnetwork.org.

2009 Michigan EMS EXPO April 16-19, 2009 DeVos Place-Grand Rapids, MI. http://www.ems-expo.info/

Maryland EMS Symposium. May 14 - 17, 2009 in Annapolis, Maryland (Pre-conference workshops will
be held May 14 & 15, 2009). Check www.eecreg3.org for updates.

CFED West Conferenceand ExpoYX [/ I f ATF2NY Al Qa 9YSNHASyOe wSalLRyRSN
13-15, 2009

North Carolina Disaster Medical Preparedness Conference (DMPC '09) May 26 - May 29, 2009. Sheraton
Hotel at Four Seasons. Greensboro, NC. More information will be posted when it becomes available.
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http://www.ihi.org/IHI/Programs/AudioAndWebPrograms/WebandACTIONUsingtheIHIGlobalTriggerToolApril2009.htm
http://www.acep.org/emsweek
mailto:dfechner@acep.org
http://www.ndemsa.org/
http://www.scemsnetwork.org/
http://www.ems-expo.info/
http://www.eecreg3.org/
http://www.cfedwest.com/
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EMS Administrator's Association of California 2009 Conference - Redefining the Landscape, Palm
Springs, CA. June 2-3, 2009

t Syyaet ¢hansdellENSZonference. August 11 ¢ 15, 2009. Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey,
Grantville, Pennsylvania. For more information, visit www.pehsc.org .

*39thAnnual Wyoming Trauma Conference. 2 @ 2 YAY 3 Q& LINBYASNI 9a{ O2y F¥SNEB
August 20-23, 2009 at the Little America Hotel and Resort in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Conference
information is available from the EMS website: www.health.wyo.gov/sho/ems

The Kentucky Ambulance Providers will be hosting their annual EMS conference in Lexington Kentucky
on September 23-25 2009 at the Lexington Convention Center. The website for the conference is as
follows: http://www.hultgren.org/conference/. Other details will be forthcoming to keep you updated.

North Carolina Emergency Medicine Today (EM Today '09) October 4 - October 7, 2009. Sheraton Hotel
at Four Seasons. Greensboro, NC. More information will be posted when it becomes available.

15th Annual Pocono EMS Conference - October 23, 24, 25, 2009. Pre-conference golf tournament
October 22, 2009. The conference will be held at The Inn at Pocono Manor, Pocono Manor, PA. For
additional information and conference registration visit www.easternemscouncil.org or call Eastern PA
EMS Council at 610-820-9212.

SDEMTA 2009 Conference. South Dakota's premier EMS conference will be October 23-25, 2009 in Sioux
Falls, SD. As information becomes available, it can be found at http://www.sdemta.org/.

Colorado State EMS Conference. Sponsored by the Emergency Medical Services Association of Colorado
(EMSAC). November 5-8 in Keystone, CO. It features local, state, and national speakers and draws
nearly 1000 attendees from Colorado and the Rocky Mountain region. Information about the
conference can be found at http://www.emsac.org/ Those interested in presenting at the conference
can submit presentations via our online system at http://www.speakerready.com/abstracts/EMSAC/

30" Annual Virginia EMS Symposium. November 11 ¢ 15, 2009 Norfolk Waterside Marriott, Norfolk,
Virginia More information is available at www.vdh.virginia.gov/OEMS/Symposium/index.htm. On-line
registration opens August 1, 2009

32" Annual West Virginia EMS Conference. November 12 - 14, 2009 at the Days Inn Hotel & Conference
Center. Flatwoods, WV. More information will be provided when it becomes available.

*34th Annual EMS Symposium November 12-14, 2009 Egan Center, Anchorage Alaska
Hosted by Southern Region EMS Council and State of Alaska Department of EMS and Injury Prevention

The 5" Annual New Jersey Statewide Conference on EMS November 12" ¢ 14™, 2009 at the Sheraton
Atlantic City Conference Website: www.njemsconference.com

Texas EMS Conference. November 22 - 25" 2009. Fort Worth Convention Center. Look for exhibitor
registration beginning in March, 2009 and attendee registration beginning in May, 2009 at
http://www.texasemsconference.com/texas_ems 2009.htm.
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http://www.emsa.ca.gov/news/pdf/2009EMSAACConf.pdf
http://www.pehsc.org/
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http://www.hultgren.org/conference/
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http://www.emsac.org/
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http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/OEMS/Symposium/index.htm
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***National Conferences and Special Meetings***

IOM Regional Workshops on Standards of Care during a Mass Casualty Event. ¢ KS Ly adAGdziS 27

Forum on Medical and Public Health Preparedness for Catastrophic Events will host a series of regional
g2N] aK2Lla 2y & {Aworskop WIRake placE in Grlbn8bFE o April 14™, 2009.
Attendance at this workshop is free but registration is required. For more information and to register,
please visit www.iom.edu/medprepforum. For additional information or questions, please contact Clare
Stroud at cstroud@nas.edu.

EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) April 21, 2009. The local number is (202)
476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.

* EMS Program Accreditation Workshop. Radisson Hotel Love Field. Dallas, TX April 23-24, 2009.
Sponsored by NAEMSE in partnership with the COAEMSP. For more information, go to
http://www.naemse.org/ or email naemse@naemse.org .

IOM Regional Workshops on Standards of Care during a Mass Casualty Event. ¢ KS Ly adA(idziS 2F

Forum on Medical and Public Health Preparedness for Catastrophic Events will host a series of regional
G2N] aK2LJa 2y & {WbiksffoRslwiNIake pla2eFn NéwlYOBSNY (Rpril 27th); and Chicago,
IL (May 8th). Attendance at these workshops is free but registration is required. For more information
and to register for a workshop, please visit www.iom.edu/medprepforum. For additional information or
guestions, please contact Clare Stroud at cstroud@nas.edu.

The National Emergency Care Enterprise workshopT an updatetothe lIOM & Cdzii dzZNB 2 F 9 YSNH S

series will be held on May 21-22, 2009 in Washington, DC. For more information including registration
information, click here.

June 8-9, 2009, NASEMSO Mid-Year Meeting, Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, Alexandria, VA. For more
information contact Kathy Robinson, NASEMSO Program Advisor at (703) 538-1799, ext 4 or email
robinson@nasemso.org.

*EMS Program Accreditation Workshop. Hampton Inn. St. Louis, MO. June 12-13, 2009. Sponsored by
NAEMSE in partnership with the COAEMSP. For more information, go to http://www.naemse.org/ or
email naemse@naemse.org.

EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) July 21, 2009. The local number is (202)
476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.

17th Annual Health Forum and the American Hospital Association Leadership Summit. July 23-25, 2009.
San Francisco Marriott, San Francisco, CA. The conference program features health care leaders and
practitioners addressing the critical issues of reform of the payment system, organizational strategy and
methodologies for achieving the IOM's six aims, emerging physician-hospital relations and redesigned
care delivery models, and the impact of new technologies on patient care and business practices.
Register by January 1, 2009 to receive $200 discount. For more information, click here.
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Pinnacle 2009 will take place August 3-7, 2009 in St. Pete Beach, Florida. Additional information on this
event can be found at www.pinnacle-ems.com.

NAEMSE 14th Annual Educational Symposium. Walt Disney World, Florida. August 18 - 23, 2009. For
more information, go to www.naemse.org.

* The Rural and Frontier EMS and Trauma Summit at the Lodges. Hosted by the Critical lllness and
Trauma Foundation. Aug. 26-28, 2009. The Lodges at Deer Valley, Park City, Utah. Visit us online at
http://eu.montana.edu/summit/.

US-China 9-Day Conference and Study Programt Emergency Medical Services in Disaster Management.
September 9-19, 2009. For more information go to http://www.globalinteractions.org/2009-program-
and-events/2009-EMS.aspx.

2009 NASEMSO Annual Meeting, September 20-25, 2009, Peabody Hotel, Little Rock, AR
For more information contact Kathy Robinson, NASEMSO Program Advisor at (703) 538-1799, ext 4 or
email robinson@nasemso.org.

EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) September 29, 2009. The local number
is (202) 476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.

2009 ACEP Annual Meeting. October 5-8, 2009. Boston, MA. For more information, go to
WWW.acep.org.

2009 ENA Annual Meeting. General Assembly October 7-8, 2009. Scientific Assembly October 8-10,
2009. Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, MD. Additional info available at www.ena.org.

Fifth Annual International Roundtable on Community Paramedicine and Rural Healthcare Delivery.
October 12-17, 2009 Auckland, New Zealand. For more information go to http://www.ircp.info/ .

2009 Air Medical Transport Conference. October 26-28, 2009. San Jose, CA For more information go to
WWW.aams.org.

2009 EMS Expo/NAEMT Annual Meeting. October 26-30, 2009. Atlanta, GA. Go to
http://www.publicsafetyevents.com/ems/index.po for more information.

EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) January 5, 2010. The local number is
(202) 476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.

{SS Y2NB 9a{ 90Syia 2y b!{9a{hQa ¢6So0o arais
http://www.nasemso.org/Resources/Calendar/index.asp
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NASEMSO Staff Contacts

Elizabeth B. Armstrong, CAE, MAM / Executive Director
(703) 538-1799 ext. 7 - armstrong@nasemso.org

Melissa M. Trumbull / Program Manager Kevin McGinnis/Program Advisor

(703) 538-1799 ext. 3 - trumbull@nasemso.org (571) 749-7217 -- mcginnis@nasemso0.0rg
Sharon Kelly / Executive Assistant Leslee Stein-Spencer/Program Advisor

(703) 538-1799 ext. 2 - kelly@nasemso.org Email: lesleess@aol.com

Kathy Robinson / Program Advisor Karen Thompson / Web Site Content Manager
(703) 538-1799 ext. 4 ¢ robinson@nasemso.org (828) 693-5045 - thompson@nasemso.org

National Association of State EMS Officials
201 Park Washington Court
Falls Church VA 22046
Phone: (703) 538-1799
Fax: (703) 241-5603
Website: www.nasemso.org

The Washington Update is supported by a cooperative agreement between NASEMSO and NHTSA
OEMS, with funds also provided by HRSA/EMSC. Feel free to share this publication with your colleagues.
To subscribe to receive the Washington Update bi-weekly by e-mail, please click here.
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