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1.  2009 NASEMSO Annual Meeting Program Revised 

The final program schedule for the 2009 NASEMSO Annual Meeting has been posted and many of the Council 

agendas have been revised but it is still not too late to register for the 2009 NASEMSO Annual Meeting!  An 

excellent program has been developed based on input from NASEMSO members related to key issues confronting 

EMS stakeholders. We are fortunate to have several lead federal officials present to answer your questions 

regarding federal program opportunities.  You won’t want to miss exciting products and services in our exhibit hall 

as well as special offerings to enhance state efforts in EMS program management. Special programs have been 

developed by our hosts for spouses and guests and flyers are available on our web site.  Activities include visits to 

the Clinton Presidential Museum, the Arkansas State Capitol, exercise outings to the Big Dam Bridge, Hot Springs, 

and more…   For more information on the 2009 NASEMSO Annual Meeting, go to 

http://www.nasemso.org/Meetings/Annual/index.asp.  

 

2.  NASEMSO Welcomes Mary Hedges as Program Staff 

Mary F. Hedges has accepted a position on NASEMSO’s staff team as a program manager.  She will support 

NASEMSO’s Medical Directors Council and Advocates for EMS.  She was the executive director of the Minnesota 

Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board for 10 years.  She also has held positions with the Minnesota 

Department of Health and Minnesota Department of Human Rights and was a legislative intern in the North 

http://www.nasemso.org/Meetings/Annual/index.asp
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Dakota Legislative Assembly.  She has served in various state and national organizations, including as a board 

member and former president of Advocates for EMS, and NASEMSO Executive Committee member and chair of its 

Government Affairs Committee.  She can be reached at Hedges@nasemso.org.  Welcome back, Mary!!! 

 

3. State EMS Spotlight Profiles Needed 

You may have noticed that there is no state flag on the NASEMSO Home page. That is because the Web Site 

Committee's project to build a collection of State EMS Spotlight Pages has stalled. Since the posting of the Virginia 

State EMS Spotlight Page in April 2009, no new submissions have been received for our collection of basic 

information on each state EMS agency. Previous profiles included Wyoming, Ohio, Colorado, Florida, Alabama, and 

New Mexico. Would you like your state EMS office to have the next Spotlight Page? Please send in your profile 

soon to reserve your month for your state EMS to be featured on the NASEMSO Home page. Find out how you can 

participate here: http://nasemso.org/StateSpotlight/StateSpotlight.asp.  

 

4.  New Web Site Resource: Quality Improvement Links 

The NASEMSO Web Site Committee is working to enhance resources available on the Web site. Lisa Walker, 

Committee Chair, contributed a list of links that she had compiled to quality improvement resources. The Web Site 

Committee members believe it is important for all members to increase their understanding of quality 

improvement and what good programs would look like. You can find our current Quality Improvement Resources 

page here in the EMS Links section: https://www.nasemso.org/Resources/Links/QualityImprovement/index.asp. 

The committee welcomes contributions from members of additional links or documents to post on this resource 

page. Please send any contributions to Karen Thompson, Web Site Content Manager, at Thompson@nasemso.org.  

 

5.  NASEMSO Provides Comments to State Traffic Record Systems Performance Measures 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), with the assistance of the 

Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) is developing a model set of minimum data quality performance 

measures for State traffic records systems. As specified in the Statement of Work, the minimum set will include “a 

minimum of six quality performance measures addressing timeliness, accuracy, completeness, uniformity, 

integration, and accessibility for each of the six State traffic safety core data systems (crash, vehicle, driver, 

roadway, citation/adjudication and injury surveillance).”  NASEMSO has participated in a recent public review and 

comment opportunity as described on the NASEMSO web site. 

 

6.   PSST Re-9ƭŜŎǘǎ b!{9a{hΩǎ YŜǾƛƴ aŎDƛƴƴƛǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ǿƻ ¸ŜŀǊ ¢ŜǊƳ 

The Public Safety Spectrum Trust (PSST) held the Third Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Directors on September 

9, 2009. The Board unanimously re‐elected the current officers for two year terms. Chief Harlin McEwen 

representing the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) will continue as Chairman, Kevin McGinnis, 

representing the National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO) will continue as Vice Chairman and Alan 

Caldwell representing the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) will continue as Secretary‐Treasurer. In 

other action the PSST adopted a position to support efforts by a number of major national public safety 

organizations to urge Congress to enact legislation to direct the Federal Communications Commission to allocate 

the 700 MHz D Block Spectrum to the national Public Safety Broadband License.  For additional information, visit 

www.psst.org .  NASEMSO congratulates Kevin on his re-election! 

 

7.  NASEMSO Member Appointed to NFPA Ambulance Standards Committee 

mailto:Hedges@nasemso.org
http://nasemso.org/StateSpotlight/StateSpotlight.asp
https://www.nasemso.org/Resources/Links/QualityImprovement/index.asp
mailto:Thompson@nasemso.org
http://www.nasemsd.org/Projects/HITS/Materials073109.asp
http://www.psst.org/
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During its October 2008 meeting, the National Fire Protection Association Standards Council approved a request 

from the Technical Committee on Fire Department Apparatus to form a new project to develop ambulance 

standards. The Committee held its first meeting in June 2009.  NASEMSO congratulates Sue Prentiss, NH State EMS 

Director for her appointment to the Technical Committee as the NASEMSO representative.  Some experts predict 

these standards will serve as a replacement for the federal KKK-A-1822 standard.  Ms. Prentiss can be reached at 

suzanne.prentiss@dos.nh.gov.  

 

8.  NTSB Safety Board Issues HEMS Recommendations 

The National Transportation Safety Board has issued 19 recommendations regarding Helicopter Emergency 

Medical Services (HEMS).  These recommendations address various safety issues including pilot training; safety 

management systems to minimize risk; collection and analysis of flight, weather, and safety data; flight data 

monitoring; development of a low altitude airspace infrastructure; and the use of dual pilots, autopilots, and night 

vision imaging systems (NVIS). The 19 recommendations issued include 10 recommendations to the FAA to address 

the issues of improved pilot training; collection and analysis of flight, weather, and safety data; flight data 

monitoring; development of low altitude airspace in infrastructure; and the use of dual pilots, autopilots, and NVIS. 

The two safety recommendations to the CMS are to evaluate the current HEMS reimbursement rate structure and 

its relationship to patient transport safety.  Two recommendations are to FICEMS to address coordination and 

integration of helicopter emergency medical transport into local and regional emergency medical systems and 

selection of the most appropriate emergency transportation mode for victims of trauma. Finally, five 

recommendations are to public operators to improve pilot training, flight data monitoring; and the use of dual 

pilots, autopilots and NVIS. In addition to the recommendations, the Board also asked its staff to draft additional 

recommendations to CMS regarding safety audit standards. An abstract of the Board’s actions can be found at 

http://ntsb.gov/Publictn/2009/AB09-HEMS.htm. 

 

In related news, the Washington Post has published the following articles with a detailed look at the air medical 

transport industry.  

¶ Breathing Life Into the Numbers Behind the Crashes  

¶ The Deadly Cost of Swooping in to Save a Life 

¶ Vanishing in Midair  

 

9.  HHS HIT Committees Scheduled to Meet 

The Health IT Standards Committee will hold a public meeting on September 15, 2009, from 9 am to 3 pm (Eastern) 

at the Omni Shoreham Hotel, 2500 Calvert Street NW, Washington, DC 20008. Seating is limited, but the meeting 

will be accessible via webconference/dial-in.  Agenda ; Webconference and Dial-in Information  

   

The Health IT Policy Committee will hold a public meeting on September 18, 2009, from 8:30 am to 3 pm (Eastern) 

at the Omni Shoreham Hotel, 2500 Calvert Street NW, Washington, DC 20008. Seating is limited, but the meeting 

will be accessible via webconference/dial-in.  Agenda ; Webconference and Dial-in information  

   

10.  White House Announces Availability of Nearly $1.2 Billion in HITECH Grants 

Vice President Biden recently announced the availability of grants worth nearly $1.2 billion to help hospitals and 

health care providers implement and use electronic health records. The grants will be funded by the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and will help health care providers qualify for new incentives that 

will be made available in 2010 to doctors and hospitals that meaningfully use electronic health records.  Over the 

next several months, cooperative agreements will be awarded through the State Health Information Exchange 

mailto:suzanne.prentiss@dos.nh.gov
http://ntsb.gov/Publictn/2009/AB09-HEMS.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/21/AR2009082103886.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/20/AR2009082004500.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/22/AR2009082202372.html
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTU3MzE5MyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC01NzMxOTMmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NTY4MDI3JmVtYWlsaWQ9a3JvYmluQHB0ZC5uZXQmdXNlcmlkPWtyb2JpbkBwdGQubmV0JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt?open=18&objID=888461&parentname=CommunityPage&parentid=20&mode=2&in_hi_userid=11113&cached=true
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTU3MzE5MyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC01NzMxOTMmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NTY4MDI3JmVtYWlsaWQ9a3JvYmluQHB0ZC5uZXQmdXNlcmlkPWtyb2JpbkBwdGQubmV0JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=1272&parentname=CommunityPage&parentid=0&mode=2&in_hi_userid=10741&cached=true
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTU3MzE5MyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC01NzMxOTMmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NTY4MDI3JmVtYWlsaWQ9a3JvYmluQHB0ZC5uZXQmdXNlcmlkPWtyb2JpbkBwdGQubmV0JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt?open=18&objID=888460&parentname=CommunityPage&parentid=20&mode=2&in_hi_userid=11113&cached=true
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTU3MzE5MyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC01NzMxOTMmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NTY4MDI3JmVtYWlsaWQ9a3JvYmluQHB0ZC5uZXQmdXNlcmlkPWtyb2JpbkBwdGQubmV0JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&103&&&http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=1273&parentname=CommunityPage&parentid=0&mode=2&in_hi_userid=10741&cached=true
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Cooperative Agreement Program to states and qualified State Designated Entities (SDEs) to develop and advance 

mechanisms for information sharing across the health care system. States may choose to enter into multi-state 

arrangements.  While there is no specific mention of EMS, this may provide an opportunity within the States for 

some HIT funding for NEMSIS through their State HIT Coordinators.  Additional information is available at 

http://healthit.hhs.gov/stateHIEgrants . 

 

11.  Occupational Health Guidelines for Chemical Hazards Now Indexed Online   

Occupational Health Guidelines for Chemical Hazards summarizes information on permissible exposure limits, 

chemical and physical properties, and health hazards. It provides recommendations for medical surveillance, 

respiratory protection, and personal protection and sanitation practices for specific chemicals that have Federal 

occupational safety and health regulations. These recommendations reflect good industrial hygiene and medical 

surveillance practices, and their implementation will assist development and maintenance of an effective 

occupational health program. Several monographs have been revised and are now available at 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/81-123/.  

 

12.  New NIMS Alert Encourages Use of Plain Language 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has just released NIMS Alert 06-09 “NIMS and Use of Plain 

Language.”  In the Alert, FEMA observes that “The use of plain language in emergency response is a matter of 

public safety, especially the safety of first responders and those affected by the incident. It is critical that all local 

responders, as well as those coming into the impacted area from other jurisdictions and other states as well as the 

federal government, know and utilize commonly established operational structures, terminology, policies and 

procedures.”  More… 

 

13.  WISER 4.3 Now Available from the National Library of Medicine 

Users may now download the Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders (WISER) version 4.3 from 

the WISER web site, or access the on-line version, WebWISER.  Highlights of this version include (see What’s New 

for more information): 

¶ WISER for Windows has a new and improved user interface. 

o The Known Substance and Help Identify Unknown Chemical result lists are always visible, 

reducing unnecessary navigation. 

o An enhanced data menu maintains the context of the previous selection and can be kept open 

for quick navigation.   

o Substances can now be compared directly using a synchronized data menu. 

o Substance tabs and new auto-arrange features allow the viewing of multiple substances. 

¶ All WISER platforms include data updates based on the latest Hazardous Substances Data Bank (HSDB), 

Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy (CIDRAP) for biological agents, and U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency Acute Exposure Guideline Levels (EPA AEGLs) content. 

¶ Miscellaneous usability improvements and fixes. 

See the News page of the WISER web site for future WISER plans.   

 

14.  GAO Releases Letter Report on Disaster Recovery 

The Government Accounting Office has released “Disaster Recovery: Experiences from Past Disasters Offer Insights 

for Effective Collaboration after Catastrophic Events.” GAO reviewed five catastrophic disasters—the Loma Prieta 

earthquake (California, 1989), Hurricane Andrew (Florida, 1992), the Northridge earthquake (California, 1994), the 

http://healthit.hhs.gov/stateHIEgrants
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/81-123/
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nims/NIMS_ALERT_06-09.pdf
http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/
http://webwiser.nlm.nih.gov/
http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/whats_new_4_3.html
http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/news.html
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Kobe earthquake (Japan, 1995), and the Grand Forks/Red River flood (North Dakota and Minnesota, 1997)—to 

identify recovery lessons. GAO interviewed officials involved in the recovery from these disasters and experts on 

disaster recovery. GAO also reviewed relevant legislation, policies, and the disaster recovery literature. Download 

GAO-09-811. Highlights - http://www.gao.gov/highlights/d09811high.pdf 

 

15.  NIOSH Science Blog Focuses on Respiratory Protection for Responders Since 9/11 

The NIOSH Science blog summarizes advancements in respiratory protection for responders to chemical, biological, 

radiological, and nuclear emergencies. NIOSH research into the specific needs of responders to terrorist events 

began with the co-sponsoring of the Chemical and Biological Respiratory Protection Workshop with the 

Department of Defense (DOD) and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) in March 1999. 

Following the World Trade Center attack, NIOSH partnered with its stakeholders and RAND to assess the range of 

areas, including respiratory protection, in which advancements to protect responders were needed. Findings and 

recommendations from that assessment are published in four NIOSH/RAND reports featured on the web site.  

Read more and comment on the NIOSH Science blog. 

 

16.  HHS and USDA Unveil New Food Safety Consumer Web Site  

The US Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) recently unveiled a new 

consumer Web site at www.foodsafety.gov.  The site is designed to help consumers and families get all the latest 

information on food safety and food recalls in one convenient place. The new site will feature information from all 

the agencies across the federal government that deal with critical food and food safety information, including 

preventive tips about how to handle food safely, alerts on life-saving food recalls, and the latest news from the key 

agencies. Consumers can sign up in one easy place to receive email and RSS alerts on recalled or potentially unsafe 

food and hear from the top scientific experts across the government on food safety.  Later phases of the site to be 

launched will include recall feeds for texting and mobile phones. The site will also feature a foodsafety.gov widget 

that the public and the media are encouraged to download and promote on their Web sites and social networking 

sites. The widget will instantly update viewers with the latest food safety recalls and will be a valuable public 

health and safety tool. 

 

17.  Utah EMSC Provides Pediatric Off-line Protocol Guidelines 

The Utah pediatric off-line protocol guidelines were developed in partnership by Primary Children’s Medical Center 

and Utah Department of Health Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Program. Follow these links for: 

¶ Overview Presentation  

¶ Off-line Pediatric Protocols  

¶ Off-line Pediatric Protocol Fact Sheet  

¶ Training Videos  

Please direct any questions to the EMSC Program Manager, Kristin Lauria Gurley, MS, MPH, at kgurley@utah.gov 

or 801-273-6669. 

 

18.  AHRQ Addresses Children's Needs in Public Health Emergencies  

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has developed a range of emergency preparedness 

planning tools and resources. To showcase the newest resources that address planning for children in 

emergencies, AHRQ hosted a May 2009 Web conference, Planning and Preparedness for Children's Needs in Public 

Health Emergencies. The documents and related Powerpoint presentations have now been posted. This event 

featured a panel discussion of pediatric preparedness initiatives and insights from pediatric emergency 

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-09-811
http://www.gao.gov/highlights/d09811high.pdf
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/view.html?code=USCDC_170&format=Web
http://www.foodsafety.gov/
http://www.health.utah.gov/ems/emsc/pediatric_protocol_presentation.pdf
http://www.health.utah.gov/ems/emsc/pediatric_protocol_guidelines.pdf
http://www.health.utah.gov/ems/emsc/pediatric_protocol_factsheet.pdf
http://www.utahtelehealth.net/education/ems_childrens/
mailto:kgurley@utah.gov?subject=Pediatric%20Off-Line%20Protocol%20Guidelines
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preparedness planners. During the Web conference, participants learned about some of AHRQ's pediatric 

emergency preparedness resources, including: 

¶ School-Based Emergency Preparedness: A National Analysis and Recommended Protocol  

¶ Pediatric Hospital Surge Capacity in Public Health Emergencies  

Presenters offered perspectives on both clinical preparedness and school-based preparedness. Select to access a 

recording of the Webcast (Transcript; Frequently Asked Questions). Select to access the slide presentation for the 

Webcast (Powerpoint® slides, 3.5 MB; Text Version). 

 

19.  HHS Conference Call - Information Sharing from HHS on H1N1 

The Department of Health and Human Services announces a webinar to update and inform the provider 

community about issues around H1N1 preparedness and response, vaccine availability, infection control, and other 

questions that have come in on September 14, 2009 at 1:30 -3:00 pm (ET).  The call-In number is 1-800-837-1935 

and the conference ID is 2H1N1.  HHS recommends that participants dial in at least 10 minutes prior to start of the 

call. Inform the operator of the conference title and conference ID number. You will be in listen-only mode during 

the call.  Submit Questions in advance to H1N1.listening@hhs.gov  

 

20.  GSA to Allow State and Local Government Access to Federal Supply Schedules During a Pandemic 

The U.S. General Services Administration has issued notice that effective Aug. 17, 2009, state, local, territorial, and 

tribal governments may access Federal Supply Schedules as authorized users for goods and services when 

expending federal grant funds in response to Public Health Emergencies (PHE) declared by the Secretary of Health 

and Human Services under section 319 of the Public Health Services Act, codified at 42 U.S.C. § 247d. 

¶ Details on GSA Web site 

¶ Notice from GSA of new policy  

¶ Eligibility to Use GSA Sources of Supply and Services 

 

21.  CMS Announces EMTALA Requirements and Options for Hospitals During a Pandemic 
In anticipation of a possible significant increase in demand for emergency services due to H1N1 influenza 

resurgence this fall several federal agencies, state health departments, and hospitals have expressed significant 

concerns about compliance with EMTALA requirements during an outbreak. Many stakeholders perceive that 

EMTALA imposes significant restrictions on hospitals’ ability to provide adequate care when EDs experience 

extraordinary surges in demand. A new fact sheet available from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

clarifies options that are permissible under EMTALA and should reassure the provider community and public 

health officials that there is existing flexibility under EMTALA.  Key points developed by NASEMSO can also be 

downloaded to assist EMS practitioners understand this important issue. More information is provided on the 

NASEMSO web site under “EMS News and Resources.”   

 

22. New and Updated Interim Guidance and Links to Resources for Clinicians 
¶ H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu): Resources for State and Local Health Officials 

 http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/statelocal/  

¶ CDC Guidance on Helping Child Care and Early Childhood Programs Respond to Influenza  

 This document provides guidance to help decrease the spread of influenza (flu) among children in early 

 childhood programs and among early childhood providers during the 2009–2010 flu season. The guidance 

 expands upon earlier guidance documents by providing a menu of tools that health officials, Head Start, 

 and other early childhood and child care providers can choose from based on conditions in their area. It 

http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/schoolprep/index.html
http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/pedhospital/index.html
https://ahrq-kt.webex.com/ahrq-kt/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=34611252&rKey=58C72B90D763AA8A
http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/childneeds/chneedtrans.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/childneeds/chneedfaq.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/childneeds/childneeds.ppt
http://www.ahrq.gov/prep/childneeds/chneedslidestxt.htm
mailto:H1N1.listening@hhs.gov
http://www.gsa.gov/Portal/gsa/ep/contentView.do?contentType=GSA_BASIC&contentId=8128&noc=T
http://www.nasemso.org/documents/EligibilityNoticeforGSAscheduleuse2.pdf
http://www.nasemso.org/documents/FederalGranteeAccesstoSchedules_guidance2.pdf
http://www.nasemso.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/statelocal/
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/childcare/guidance.htm
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 recommends actions to take now, suggests strategies to consider if CDC determines that the flu is 

 becoming more severe, and provides a checklist for decision-making at the local level. 

¶ CMS Reimbursement Guidance for H1N1 Vaccine Administration 

 This article explains Medicare coverage and reimbursement rules for the H1N1 vaccine. All 

 providers (including EMS agencies participating in community vaccination programs) administering this 

 vaccine should review this article and be sure that their billing staffs are aware of this information.  

¶ HHS Secretary Issues Call to Action for Health Professional Volunteers 

 In reflecting on the events of September 11
th

, 2001, Secretary Sebelius calls for health professionals to 

 consider enlisting in the Medical Reserve Corps, especially in light of this year's flu season.  More… 

 

23.  WHO Guidelines for Pharmacological Management H1N1 Influenza and other Influenza Viruses 

The purpose of a new document available from the World Health Organization (WHO) is to provide a basis for 

advice to clinicians on the use of the currently available antivirals for patients presenting with illness due to 

influenza virus infection as well the potential use of the medicines for chemoprophylaxis. While the focus of the 

document is on management of patients with pandemic influenza (H1N1) 2009 virus infection, the document 

includes guidance on the use of the antivirals for other seasonal influenza virus strains, and for infections due to 

novel influenza A virus strains. This guidance expands on the recommendations published in May 2009 titled 

"Clinical management of human infection with new influenza A (H1N1) virus: Initial guidance". It is anticipated that 

as the prevalence and severity of the current epidemic changes, further information will become available that 

may warrant revision of the recommendations. Download the document [pdf 984kb] 

 

24.  USFA Announces the Release of a Report on Emergency Vehicle Visibility and Conspicuity  
The United States Fire Administration (USFA), in partnership with the International Fire Service Training 

Association (IFSTA), announces the release of the Emergency Vehicle Visibility and Conspicuity Study (PDF, 2.2 Mb). 

The study report highlights the results of a U.S. Department of Justice - National Institute of Justice (NIJ) supported 

project intended to enhance emergency vehicle and roadway operations safety for firefighters, law enforcement 

officers, and other emergency responders. The study report discusses best practices in emergency vehicle visibility 

and conspicuity, including cutting edge international efforts. It covers retroreflective striping and chevrons, high-

visibility paint, built-in passive light, and other reflectors for law enforcement patrol vehicles, fire apparatus, 

ambulances and other EMS vehicles, and motorcycles. The Emergency Vehicle Visibility and Conspicuity Study and 

further information on USFA’s emergency vehicle safety projects may be found on the USFA Web site at 

www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/research/safety/vehicle.shtm 

 
25.  EMS Transportation Summit Scheduled for October 
Please join the Transportation Research Board of the National Academies (TRB) for the second ‘Ambulance 

Transport Safety Summit’ to be held in Washington DC, 8am-5.30pm EST, October 29th. The goal is an 

interdisciplinary perspective and knowledge transfer on ambulance transport safety issues - from transportation, 

automotive, engineering, clinical decisions, dispatch, and economics perspectives. This Summit provides an 

independent forum for the exchange of information among these diverse fields of technical expertise, to develop a 

means of accessing optimal and most reliable and valid data upon which EMS Systems may base their 

management, purchase and operational decisions. Review the Preliminary Program. Participation can be on site in 

DC or via interactive Webinar link. Satellite Webinar ‘conference sites’ are being set up – there will be one at EMS 

Expo in Atlanta.  Pre-registration is REQUIRED for both onsite and Webinar attendance. The TRB registration link 

for onsite and Webinar participation is expected to be posted this week.  

 

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/se0920.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/h1n1_guidelines_pharmaceutical_mngt.pdf
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa_323.pdf
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/research/safety/vehicle.shtm
http://www.objectivesafety.net/TRB2009SummitPrelimProgram.pdf
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26.  TSAG to Convene Fall Meeting 
The Transportation Safety Advancement Group (TSAG) will convene its Fall 2009 All Member Business Meeting on 

October 1, 2009, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm, at ITS America Headquarters, 1100 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC 

20036. TSAG serves as a forum for providing technologies for public safety input and guidance to the US 

Department of Transportation, ITS Joint Program Office. TSAG members include transportation and public 

safety professionals dedicated to enhancing traveler safety on our nation’s roadways through the application of 

advanced technologies and the promotion of inter-discipline and inter-agency cooperation. For more information 

visit www.tsag-its.org.  

 
27.  NIOSH Provides Public Comment Opportunity on TIIP 
NIOSH is announcing the opportunity for the public to comment on the draft Traumatic Injury (TI) Program 

Implementation Plan in response to the National Academies (NA) Program Evaluation Recommendations. The 

Implementation Plan includes an introduction and the proposed activities to address the NA Review Committee’s 

nine recommendations for enhancing and expanding the impact and relevance of the program.  The deadline for 

comments is September 25.  More… 

 
28.  EMS Workforce Data Definitions Available for Public Comment 

In 2004, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) initiated a cooperative agreement with the 

University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) to conduct a comprehensive national EMS workforce assessment and 

develop the EMS Workforce Agenda for the Future.  The findings of the EMS Workforce for the 21
st

 Century: A 

National Assessment indicated that workforce data and research require urgent national attention.  The American 

Institutes for Research (AIR) is presently distributing the revised draft data definitions to national EMS stakeholder 

organizations for their review and comment. To access the data definitions and a form on which your comments 

should be submitted, please go to www.emsdatadefinitions.org. The deadline for comments is October 7. 

 

29.  NTSB Training Available: Managing Communications During an Aircraft Disaster 

The National Transportation Safety Board announces an upcoming October 27-28, 2009 educational seminar on 

what to expect in the days immediately following an aviation disaster and how participants can prepare for their 

role with the media. Representatives from Denver International Airport, Continental Airlines and US Airways will 

talk about how they responded to the following accidents:  

·       737 runway excursion in Denver (Dec. 2008),  

·       A-320 ditching in the Hudson River (January 2009), and the  

·       Bombardier Dash 8 crash near Buffalo (February 2009) 

Course participants will learn how the National Transportation Safety Board organizes an accident site and what 

can be expected in the days after an aviation disaster from the NTSB, FAA, other federal agencies, airline, airport, 

media and local community including questions and requests likely encountered from the airlines, airport staff, 

family members, disaster relief agencies, local officials and others.  The program will be conducted at the NTSB 

Training Facility in Ashburn, VA (near Dulles.)  For more information, go to 

http://www.ntsb.gov/TC/CourseInfo/PA302_2009.htm. 

 

30.  Product Recalls Announced by the FDA 

Portex Uncuffed Pediatric-Sized Tracheal Tubes (sizes 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 mm)  

Smiths Medical and FDA notified healthcare professionals about a nationwide voluntary recall of Portex Uncuffed 

Pediatric-Sized Tracheal Tubes (sizes 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 mm). A small number of tubes were manufactured with 

internal diameters slightly smaller than indicated on the labeling, which may create the potential for the clinician 

http://www.tsag-its.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/review/public/181/
http://www.emsdatadefinitions.org/
http://www.ntsb.gov/TC/CourseInfo/PA302_2009.htm
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to experience difficulty passing through or withdrawing the suction catheter. The health consequences that may 

result from use of the defective device include the inability to remove secretions from the device and from the 

patient's airway, which may result in partial or complete obstruction of the airway and an inability to ventilate the 

patient. In addition, this defect may increase airway resistance and compromise the ability to ventilate the patient. 

There is a reasonable probability of serious injury and/or death. Smiths Medical is instructing customers to return 

all unused Tracheal Tubes and in their press release has provided recommendations for management of recalled 

product that is currently in use. Read the complete MedWatch Safety summary, including a link to the firm's press 

release.  

 

Covidien Pedi-Cap End-Tidal CO2 Detector  

FDA notified healthcare professionals of a Class I recall of Pedi-Cap End-Tidal CO2 Detector (Pedi-Cap and Pedi-Cap 

6), because the device may increase the resistance of the flow of air into the lungs, resulting in ineffective 

ventilation and the inability to verify the correct placement of a breathing tube when inserting it into the 

windpipe. This device is used in pediatric patients, weighing 2.2-33 pounds, during the process of exchanging 

oxygen for carbon dioxide (ventilation) in healthcare settings. There is a reasonable probability that use of the 

recalled PediCap will cause serious adverse health consequences or death. Covidien informed their distributors 

and customers to stop selling/using the affected devices and to return them to the company. Any adverse events 

or quality problems that may be related to the use of this product should be reported to the FDA's MedWatch 

Adverse Event Reporting program online, by phone [1-800-332-1088], or by returning the postage-paid FDA Form 

3500 by mail or fax [1-800-FDA-0178].  Read the complete MedWatch 2009 Safety summary, including a link to the 

recall notice. 

 

31.  HHS Delegates Authority for the HIPAA Security Rule to Office for Civil Rights 

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius has announced that authority for the administration and enforcement of the 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) Security Rule has been delegated to the Office 

for Civil Rights (OCR). OCR’s administration and enforcement of the Security Rule, which had previously been 

delegated to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), will eliminate duplication and increase 

efficiencies in how the department ensures that Americans’ health information privacy is protected.  For more 

information, please visit OCR Web site: http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/index.html. 

 

In related news, on June 9, 2009, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) conducted a national 

provider conference call on the HIPAA Versions 5010 and D.0. You can view the presentation, transcript and listen 

to the audio-file from that call by accessing http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Versions5010andD0/Downloads/6-9-

2009_National_Provider_Call.pdf  on the CMS website. 

 

32.  OIG Posts Two EMS-Related Advisory Opinions     

The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) has posted two new advisory opinions that relate to EMS. Readers are 

reminded that the opinions are specific to the circumstances described in the documents and are not 

“transferable” to local situations.  Advisory Opinion document 09-14 concerns an exclusive contract for ambulance 

transport services between a township and an ambulance company that provides for reimbursement to the 

township for the costs of providing emergency dispatch services.   

 

Advisory Opinion 09-15 concerns an exclusive contract for ambulance transport services between a municipality 

and an ambulance company that provides reimbursement to the city for the costs of providing emergency dispatch 

services and for monitoring the quality of the emergency ambulance operation. 

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/SafetyInformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProducts/ucm182084.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/SafetyInformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProducts/ucm182084.htm
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/medwatch-online.htm
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/medwatch-online.htm
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Safety/MedWatch/HowToReport/DownloadForms/UCM082725.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Safety/MedWatch/HowToReport/DownloadForms/UCM082725.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/SafetyInformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProducts/ucm181878.htm
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/index.html
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Versions5010andD0/Downloads/6-9-2009_National_Provider_Call.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Versions5010andD0/Downloads/6-9-2009_National_Provider_Call.pdf
http://www.oig.hhs.gov/fraud/docs/advisoryopinions/2009/AdvOpn09-14.pdf
http://www.oig.hhs.gov/fraud/docs/advisoryopinions/2009/AdvOpn09-15.pdf
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33.  Grants.Gov Web Site Offers New Feature for Information on Applying for All ARRA Federal Grants 

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius has unveiled a new feature on Grants.gov to help users find and apply for The 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant opportunities. Grants.gov contains information about 

finding and applying for all federal grant programs.  Working together across government to provide additional 

information to new grant applicants, HHS recently hosted a Webinar series targeted towards potential grant 

applicants. The Webinar series topics include: Introduction to Grants.gov and the Recovery Act, Finding Recovery 

Act Opportunities and Registration to Submit Recovery Act Opportunities.  Each Webinar session will include time 

for questions and answers. All Webinars were recorded and made available to view on Grants.gov. More details for 

registration can be found on Grants.gov in the new Recovery Act feature on the homepage. 

 

34.  NECE Workshop Summary Now Available from National Academies   

Following the release of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) reports on emergency care in 2006, the federal 

government established the “National Emergency Care Enterprise,” a collaborative construct that covers federal 

government activities across the entire spectrum of emergency care. The formal embodiment of this collaboration 

is the Council of Emergency Medical Care, which promotes information exchange and joint problem solving across 

the various federal agencies. On May 21-22, 2009, the IOM hosted a workshop to bring stakeholders and policy 

makers together to examine the progress in the past three years in moving the nation towards the IOM’s broader 

vision of a “regionalized, coordinated, and accountable” emergency care system. The objectives of the workshop 

were to foster information exchange among federal officials involved in advancing emergency care and key 

stakeholder groups from around the country; identify policy areas that are of concern to stakeholders and federal 

policy makers; and hold discussions with federal partners regarding the policy and program areas that should be 

the focus of coordinated federal action. “The National Emergency Care Enterprise: Advancing Care Through 

Collaboration: Workshop Summary” is now available.  More… 

 

35.  Fiscal Year 2009 Fire Prevention and Safety Grants Soon Available 

The Department of Homeland Security has posted the FY2009 Fire Prevention and Safety (FP&S) Grants Program 

Guidance on the Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG) Program Website. The application period is scheduled to 

begin on September 21, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST). Applications for these grants must be 

received by October 23, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST).  FP&S grants support projects that 

enhance the safety of the public and firefighters from fire and fire-related hazards. The grants are competitive, and 

their primary goal is to target high-risk populations. To read FY09 Fire Prevention and Safety Grants Program 

Guidance – visit www.firegrantsupport.com/fps/guidance/.  

 

36.  Job Posting:  ASTHO Director of Public Health Preparedness 

The Association for State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) has an exciting opportunity for a Director of 

Public Health Preparedness in their Arlington, VA office. The Director of Public Health Preparedness will focus on 

the overall level of our Nation’s state of public health readiness with the understanding of public health 

preparedness programs in state health agencies and the role these programs play in protecting the public’s health. 

The individual will serve as lead point of contact for a peer group of preparedness grantees, executive committee, 

and various work groups; take responsibility for coordination of ASTHO’s emergency response to public health 

incidents and events, such as H1N1; and support of other preparedness activities working with the Senior Director. 

Requirements include a graduate degree in public health, science or social sciences plus three years related 

experience.  To find out more about this opportunity and others, please visit www.astho.org or contact Diane 

Coontz, Director, Human Resources, dcoontz@astho.org or 571-527-3151. 

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12713
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12713
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102700774240&s=39781&e=001NxmCti7y62zGYltqHHgSMagQC-o_F-se18m6n7o5Al22JZpUHAXMKyVmm1Vw9C3P0bXxbzweZB8Pq5trMvDOdgS9Aee9lgmyk0QkHwoudA1nC8N1dlfPE9wkoL119OOlU6xK7Opl5b-PSXp6BCj0Tg==
http://www.astho.org/
mailto:dcoontz@astho.org
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37.  Occupational Injuries Among Emergency Medical Service Providers in the United States 

Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine: August 2009 - Volume 51 - Issue 8 - pp 963-968 

Heick, Rebecca MS, PhD; Young, Tracy MS; Peek-Asa, Corinne MPH, PhD 

Occupational injury is a significant problem among emergency medical services (EMS) providers. A national survey 

was conducted to describe the problem of occupational injury among EMS providers.  This study examined the 

most common types of nonfatal injuries and the activities and environments where injury most frequently 

occurred, including additional variables and paid versus volunteer status. Occupational injury in the past 12 

months was reported by more than 29% of 659 survey respondents, with multiple injuries reported by 64% of 

those reporting an injury. Paid providers had approximately twice the prevalence of overall injury than volunteer 

providers, controlling for age and gender. Paid providers were more likely than volunteer providers to experience 

back injury and physical assault. This study clearly identifies important occupational injury problems in EMS, 

including the need to examine paid and volunteer providers as separate occupational groups.  Abstract and 

access… 

 

September is National Preparedness Month 

http://www.ready.gov/america/npm09/index.html 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

***STATEWIDE EMS CONFERENCES*** 

The Kentucky Ambulance Providers will be hosting their annual EMS conference in Lexington Kentucky 
on September 23-25 2009 at the Lexington Convention Center.  The website for the conference is as 
follows:  http://www.hultgren.org/conference/.  Other details will be forthcoming to keep you updated. 
 
North Carolina Emergency Medicine Today (EM Today '09) October 4 - October 7, 2009. Sheraton Hotel 
at Four Seasons. Greensboro, NC. For more information, go to 
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dhsr/EMS/conferences.html. 
 
15th Annual Pocono EMS Conference - October 23, 24, 25, 2009. Pre-conference golf tournament 
October 22, 2009. The conference will be held at The Inn at Pocono Manor, Pocono Manor, PA. For 
additional information and conference registration visit www.easternemscouncil.org or call Eastern PA 
EMS Council at 610-820-9212. 
 
SDEMTA 2009 Conference. South Dakota's premier EMS conference will be October 23-25, 2009 in Sioux 
Falls, SD.  As information becomes available, it can be found at http://www.sdemta.org/. 
 
Colorado State EMS Conference. Sponsored by the Emergency Medical Services Association of Colorado 
(EMSAC).  November 5-8 in Keystone, CO.  It features local, state, and national speakers and draws 
nearly 1000 attendees from Colorado and the Rocky Mountain region.  Information about the 
conference can be found at http://www.emsac.org/  Those interested in presenting at the conference 
can submit presentations via our online system at http://www.speakerready.com/abstracts/EMSAC/ 

http://journals.lww.com/joem/Abstract/2009/08000/Occupational_Injuries_Among_Emergency_Medical.15.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/joem/Abstract/2009/08000/Occupational_Injuries_Among_Emergency_Medical.15.aspx
http://www.hultgren.org/conference/
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dhsr/EMS/conferences.html
http://www.easternemscouncil.org/
http://www.sdemta.org/
http://www.emsac.org/
http://www.speakerready.com/abstracts/EMSAC/
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30th Annual Virginia EMS Symposium. November 11 – 15, 2009 Norfolk Waterside Marriott, Norfolk, 
Virginia More information is available at www.vdh.virginia.gov/OEMS/Symposium/index.htm. On-line 
registration opens August 1, 2009 
 
32nd Annual West Virginia EMS Conference. November 12 - 14, 2009 at the Days Inn Hotel & Conference 
Center. Flatwoods, WV.  More information will be provided when it becomes available. 
 
34th Annual EMS Symposium November 12-14, 2009 Egan Center, Anchorage Alaska  
Hosted by Southern Region EMS Council and State of Alaska Department of EMS and Injury Prevention 
 
The 5th Annual New Jersey Statewide Conference on EMS November 12th – 14th, 2009 at the Sheraton 
Atlantic City Conference Website: www.njemsconference.com  
 
Texas EMS Conference. November 22 - 25th, 2009. Fort Worth Convention Center.  Look for exhibitor 
registration beginning in March, 2009 and attendee registration beginning in May, 2009 at 
http://www.texasemsconference.com/texas_ems_2009.htm. 
 

***National Conferences and Special Meetings*** 

2009 NASEMSO Annual Meeting, September 20-25, 2009, Peabody Hotel, Little Rock, AR 
For more information contact Kathy Robinson, NASEMSO Program Advisor at (703) 538-1799, ext 4 or 
email robinson@nasemso.org. 
 
National After Action Workshop on a Federal Public Health Emergency: The Novel Influenza A H1N1 
Epidemic of Spring 2009 September 21-22, 2009 Torrance Marriott Hotel Los Angeles, CA. For more info, 
go to http://www.cphd.ucla.edu/.  
 
EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) September 29, 2009. The local number 
is (202) 476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.     
 
ACEP Advanced EMS Medical Directors Forum and Workshop.  October 4, 2009, Boston, MA.  For more 
information and to register, go to www.acep.org/sa.  
 
2009 ACEP Annual Meeting. October 5-8, 2009. Boston, MA.  For more information, go to 
www.acep.org.   
 
2009 ENA Annual Meeting. General Assembly   October 7-8, 2009. Scientific Assembly  October 8-10, 
2009. Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, MD.  Additional info available at www.ena.org.  
 
2nd Annual EMS Safety Summit.  October 8 and 9th, 2009 at the Embassy Suites Loveland, Colorado.  This 
summit will focus on driver education resulting in the development of a comprehensive EMTS Driving 
Training course curriculum. Sponsored by Mile High RETAC. For more information, go to 
www.milehighretac.org. 
 
Fifth Annual International Roundtable on Community Paramedicine and Rural Healthcare Delivery.  
October 12-17, 2009 Auckland, New Zealand. For more information go to http://www.ircp.info/ . 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/OEMS/Symposium/index.htm
http://www.njemsconference.com/
http://www.texasemsconference.com/texas_ems_2009.htm
mailto:robinson@nasemso.org
http://www.cphd.ucla.edu/
http://www.acep.org/sa
http://www.acep.org/
http://www.ena.org/
http://www.milehighretac.org/
http://www.ircp.info/
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*NEMSIS VERSION 3 Software Developers Meeting. October 20th 2009 Hyatt Regency DFW, DFW 
Airport, Texas.  This is the most important meeting of the year for EMS Agency and State level EMS 
Software Developers.  This meeting will focus on NEMSIS Version 3, the data standard, required 
software function, and data transmission.  All comments and discussion from this meeting will be 
used to finalize the NEMSIS Version 3 Compliance Requirements. Important information regarding this 
meeting, including a draft agenda, the registration process and hotel lodging accommodations is 
available on the NEMSIS TAC website at www.nemsis.org   
 
2009 Air Medical Transport Conference. October 26-28, 2009. San Jose, CA For more information go to 
www.aams.org.   
 
2009 EMS Expo/NAEMT Annual Meeting. October 26-30, 2009. Atlanta, GA. Go to 
http://www.publicsafetyevents.com/ems/index.po for more information. 
 
EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) January 5, 2010. The local number is 
(202) 476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.     
 
See more EMS Events on NASEMSO’s web site at 
http://www.nasemso.org/Resources/Calendar/index.asp  
 
 

NASEMSO Staff Contacts 

 
Elizabeth B. Armstrong, CAE, MAM / Executive Director 

(703) 538-1799 ext. 7 - armstrong@nasemso.org 
 
Sharon Kelly / Executive Assistant 
(703) 538-1799 ext. 2 - kelly@nasemso.org 
 
Kathy Robinson / Program Manager 
(703) 538-1799 ext. 4 – robinson@nasemso.org  
 
Kevin McGinnis/Program Manager 
(571) 749-7217 -- mcginnis@nasemso.org 
 

Leslee Stein-Spencer/Program Manager 
Email: Stein-Spencer@nasemso.org 
 
Mary Hedges/Program Manager 
Hedges@nasemso.org 
 
Karen Thompson / Web Site Content Manager 
(828) 693-5045 - thompson@nasemso.org 
 

 
National Association of State EMS Officials 

201 Park Washington Court 
Falls Church VA 22046 

Phone:  (703) 538-1799 
Fax:  (703) 241-5603 

Website:  www.nasemso.org 
 

http://www.nemsis.org/
http://www.aams.org/
http://www.publicsafetyevents.com/ems/index.po
http://www.nasemso.org/Resources/Calendar/index.asp
mailto:armstrong@nasemso.org
mailto:kelly@nasemso.org
mailto:robinson@nasemso.org
mailto:mcginnis@nasemso.org
mailto:Stein-Spencer@nasemso.org
mailto:Hedges@nasemso.org
mailto:thompson@nasemso.org
http://www.nasemso.org/
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The material contained in this newsletter is for informational purposes only.  NASEMSO does 
not support, endorse, or recommend any position, product, or service unless explicitly stated. 
 
The Washington Update is supported by a cooperative agreement between NASEMSO and NHTSA 
OEMS, with funds also provided by HRSA/EMSC. Feel free to share this publication with your colleagues.  
To subscribe to receive the Washington Update bi-weekly by e-mail, please click here. 

http://lists.nasemso.org/read/all_forums/subscribe?name=wu%20

