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1. NASEMSO Input Included in New Communications Guides

NASEMSO Program Advisor, Kevin McGinnis, participated in the development of two new documents now
available from the IJIS Institute and the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials (APCO.) Guide to
Information Sharing and Data Interoperability for Local Communications Centers, authored by the Public Safety
Data Interoperability (PSDI) committee, provides managers of public safety communications centers (to include
Public Safety Answering Points or any agencies that answer emergency calls) with an overview of the issues and
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managers looking to enhance data interoperability in their facilities. The PSDI Committee consists of a combination
of practitioners and industry representatives and is supported by the U.S. Department of Justice. The
(interoperability) Guide can be accessed here.

Priority Data Exchanges for Local Communications Centers, is part of a set of deliverables being produced by the
1JIS Institute/APCO Public Safety Data Interoperability Program (PSDI). The overall program is anticipated to
encompass multiple projects, and is focused on advancing open, standards-based information sharing to support
the emergency communications domains ¢ law enforcement, fire, and EMS ¢ and related homeland security
domains. The results of this first project will set the foundation for future projects to create high-value, first
responder National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) exchanges. The Priority Data Exchanges document is
available here.

2. NTSB Faults Pilot Mismanagement in Air Medical Crash

According to a report just released by the National Transportation Safety Board, an airplane on a medical mission
impacted Lake Michigan shortly after departure from General Mitchell International Airport, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
on June 4, 2007. The two pilots and four passengers were killed, and the airplane was destroyed. The NTSB has
ruledthati KS LINPolofS OFdzasS 2F GKA&A | OOARSyG ¢l a (GKS
situation through improper actions, including failing to control airspeed and to prioritize control of the airplane,
and lack of crew coordination. Contributing to the accident were (the vendorQ) operational safety deficiencies,
including the inadequate checkrides administered by (the vendor@) chief pilot/check airman, and the Federal
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emphasized safety in the position of company chief pilot and designated check airman and placed an ill-prepared
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(FAA) role in aviation safety with respect to medical/air ambulance services and provide FAA contact information.
The FAA also encouraged AHA to urge its members to communicate any safety concerns related to medical/air
ambulance services to the FAA. More on NTSB findingsX

3. NTSB Sends HEMS Safety Recommendations to FAA

Following the four day public hearing earlier this year, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recently
sent a letter to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) communicating a series of Safety Recommendations
related to Helicopter EMS (HEMS.) These recommended actions include improved pilot training; collection and
analysis of flight, weather, and safety data; development of a low-altitude airspace infrastructure; and the use of
dual pilots, autopilots, and night vision imaging systems (NVIS). Additional recommendations have been addressed
G2 GKS S5SLINIYSYydG 2F 1 SFEEGK FyR | dzYlrwees (CSSNIBA OS & Q
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40 public HEMS operators. A copy of the NTSBQ 19-page letter to the FAA is available here.
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http://www.ijis.org/docs/Guide_Info_Sharing_Data%20Interoperability_Local_Comm_Ctrs_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ijis.org/docs/Priority_Data_Exchanges_LocalCommCtrs_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ntsb.gov/Publictn/2009/AAR0906.htm
http://www.ntsb.gov/Recs/letters/2009/A09_87_96.pdf
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4. NG9-1-1 Procurement Tool Kit Now Available from DOT

The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has developed the Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1) Procurement
Tool Kit, a collection of resources to assist in the transition from todaé Q-d-1 sgstems to NG9-1-1. USDOT
developed this tool kit in response to recognition by stakeholders from throughout the 9-1-1 community that while
information about NG9-1-1 systems is widely available, guidance in developing procurement specifications for
transition services and network equipment is not. The objective of this tool kit is to fill that gap. The Procurement
Tool Kit makes it easier to assess the information needed, plan for procurement and implementation, and gauge
the overall success of various 9-1-1 efforts. It describes the essential steps in planning for NG9-1-1 and outlines the
resources available. The tool kit provides a self-assessment tool, planning tools, recommended options, and
methods to identify issues that may confront 9-1-1 authorities interested in implementing Internet Protocol (IP)-
based, 9-1-1 emergency communications systems. In addition, it discusses what changes and procurements are
possible and provides a path forward for state and local authorities. Publishing this tool kit represents the
conclusion of the NG9-1-1 Initiative and the transfer of the program materials and responsibility to the National
E9-1-1 Implementation Coordination Office (ICO). The ICO is a joint program office of the USDOT National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Department of Commerce, National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA). More on the NG9-1-1 Procurement Tool KitX

5. Former EMS Chief Confirmed as FEMA Assistant Administrator

The US Senate has confirmed the nomination of Richard Serino, former Chief of Emergency Medical Services and
Assistant Director for the Boston Public Health Commission, as the FEMA Deputy Administrator. As Deputy
Administrator of FEMA, Serino will work with Administrator Craig Fugate to build, sustain, and improve the

5 S LJ- NJs ddaagftyitdprepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards. Chief
SerinoQtestimony before the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs can be viewed
here. NASEMSO congratulates Chief Serino on his appointment!

6. Secretary Napolitano Announces New Proposed Standards for Private Sector Preparedness

DHS published a notice in the Federal Register today seeking public comment on three new standards identified
for adoption under the Voluntary Private Sector Preparedness Accreditation and Certification Program (PS-Prep).
PS-Prep is a partnership between DHS and the private sector that enables private entitiesT including businesses,
non-profit organizations and universitiesT to receive emergency preparedness certification from a DHS
accreditation system created in coordination with the private sector. The notice proposes new PS-Prep standards
to enhance operational resilience, business continuity management, and disaster and emergency management
among participating private sector partners. In addition to the standards in the notice posted today, DHS is
establishing classifications and methods of certifications that recognize the unique needs and characteristics of
small businesses. Individuals wishing to submit comments on the proposed standards, recommend additional
standards for consideration or comment on other programmatic aspects of PS-Prep may obtain a comment form

and instructions for submission online at www.regulations.gov, in Docket ID: FEMA-2008-0017. DHS requests
comments by Nov. 15, though it will accept submissions at any time thereafter.

7. CDC Releases H1N1 Infection Control Guidance

CDC has released updated interim guidance on infection control measures to prevent transmission of 2009 HIN1
influenza in healthcare facilities. The updated guidance applies uniquely to the special circumstances of the current
2009 HIN1 pandemic and will be updated as necessary as new information becomes available throughout the
course of this influenza season. It provides general guidance for all healthcare facilities. The updated guidance
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http://www.its.dot.gov/ng911/pubs/USDOT_NG911_procurement_toolkit_2009.htm
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http://www.regulations.gov/
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expands on earlier guidance by emphasizing that successfully preventing transmission requires a comprehensive
approach, beginning with pandemic planning that includes developing written plans that are flexible and adaptable
should changes occur in the severity of illness or other aspects of 2009 HIN1 and seasonal influenza. Revisions
from earlier guidance include: criteria for identification of suspected influenza patients; recommended time away
from work for healthcare personnel; changes to isolation precautions based on tasks and anticipated exposures;
expansion of information on the hierarchy of controls which ranks preventive interventions in the following order
of preference: elimination of exposures, engineering controls, administrative controls, and personal protective
equipment; and changes to guidance on use of respiratory protection. Of particular noteT the period of exclusion
for sick employees has been revised from 7 days to 24 hours without a fever (in the absence of antipyretics.) Click
here to read &interim Guidance on Infection Control Measures for 2009 H1N1 Influenza in Healthcare Settings,
Including Protection of Healthcare Personnel.€ A related Q & A supplement is available here. The October 14
teleconference was recorded but is not yet available on the CDC web site.

8. OSHA to Conduct H1N1 Inspection Visits

In a memo issued by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the agency has announced plans to
conduct HIN1compliance visits in upcoming months. In response to complaints, OSHA inspectors will ensure that
healthcare employers implement a 6hierarchy of controls€ including source control, engineering, and
administrative measures, encourage vaccination and other work practices recommended by the CDC (see link in
previous item.) Where respirators are required to be used, the OSHA Respiratory Protection standard must be
followed, including worker training and fit testing. The OSHA memo states that Gwhere respirators are not
commercially available, an employer will be considered to be in compliance if the employer can show that a good
faith effort has been made to acquire respirators.€ In a teleconference conducted in conjunction with the CDC
yesterday, the agency says it will be looking for written receipts or documentation of backorders related to missing
equipment and supplies. Since a shortage of disposable N95 respirators is possible, employers are advised to
monitor their supply, prioritize their use of disposable N95 respirators according to guidance provided by CDC, and
to consider the use of elastomeric respirators and facemasks if severe shortages occur. Read the OSHA Memo
here. Additional OSHA references are available at http://www.osha.gov/dsg/topics/pandemicflu/index.html. The

emergence of HIN1 has created considerable interest about the use of surgical masks and respirators as infection
control measures. An OSHA compliance directive related to HIN1 Influenza is expected in the next few weeks.

9. NIOSH Revisits Science Related to Respiratory Protection; Public Invited to Comment

Given the recent issuance of revised CDC infection control guidance for healthcare personnel that include
recommendations for use of N-95 respirators, NIOSH has posted a new blog that examines the scientific principles
behind the design and performance of these devices. Read more and comment on the NIOSH Science Blog. "N-95

Respirators and Surgical Masks".

10. NEMSAC Advocates for Personal Safety of EMS Responders

In a recent Position Statement, the National EMS Advisory Council (NEMSAC) asserts that the personal safety of
EMS responders in the United States is paramount in a pandemic flu outbreak. The Council promotes proper
handwashing, vaccination of EMS providers for both seasonal and HIN1 influenza, and www.flu.gov as a credible
source of current information regarding pandemic flu. The position statement is currently being formatted for
publication and will be posted at www.ems.gov as soon as it becomes available.
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http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/ill-hcp.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidelines_infection_control_qa.htm
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11. U.S. Fire Administrator Urges H1N1 Vaccinations for Fire and EMS Personnel

With the first deliveries of the HIN1 vaccine already underway, the Federal Emergency Management Agency

(FEMA), as part of its mission to support first responders, joins the United States Fire Administration (USFA) in

recommending that firefighters who provide emergency medical services (EMS) and EMS workers receive the

H1N1 vaccination as soon as it becomes available in their local jurisdiction. d DA @Sy G KF G FANBFAIKIG
personnel who provide direct patient care are eligible for early vaccination, their first responder agencies should
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now for their workforces to be vaccinated as soon as supplies of the HIN1 vaccine are received in their
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H1N1 influenza represents an important way to assure the well being of our first responder workforces, their

families, and most importantly the patients to whom they provide emergency medical care. It also enhances their
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12. Safety Advocates File Petition to Curb Use of Electronic Devices by Truck and Bus Drivers
Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates) today filed a petition with the U.S. Department of
Transportation to initiate federal rulemaking to prohibit or restrict the use of unsafe electronic devices, for talking,
texting and other purposes, by operators of commercial motor vehicles, such as tractor trailers, motorcoach buses,
and large vans. Nearly 5,000 people are killed and 100,000 more are injured each year in crashes with large trucks.
Trucks are only 3 percent of registered vehicles, but are involved in 12 percent of all traffic fatalities. Earlier this
year, the National Safety Council called for a complete ban on cell phones and messaging devices while driving,
and urged each state and DC to enact such laws. Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety is an alliance of
consumer, health, law enforcement and safety groups and insurance companies and agents working together to
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kit materials, please go to: www.saferoads.org.

13. Comment Period for HIPAA Interim Rule Set to Expire

The comment period for 45 CFR Parts 160 and 164 Breach Notification for Unsecured Protected Health
Information; Interim Final Rule (which has applicability for EMS agencies) will expire on October 23, 2009. For
access to the docket (Docket ID: HHS-OCR-2009-0010) to read background documents or comments received, go
to http://www.requlations.gov. A legal explanation of the Interim Final Rule is available hereX

14. NIOSH Seeks to Improve Protective Clothing for Fire Fighters and Emergency Responders

Protective clothing ¢ including apparel such as fire-resistant coats and chemical-resistant suits ¢ serves as essential

gear for fire fighters and other emergency responders. These garments provide a critical barrier against heat and

flames, toxic materials, and other hazards frequently encountered by fire fighters. Although the benefits of these

ensembles have been documented, challenges and opportunities for further improvements remain. The National

Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is addressing these and other challenges and opportunities

through research at the NIOSH National Personal Protective Technology Laboratory in Pittsburgh. The studies

reflect priorities that have been identified by fire fighters, fire departments, fire safety experts, equipment

manufacturers, and other partners and stakeholders. a 2 NB AV F2N¥ I GA2Y 2y GKA& DbLh{l

15. NIOSH Offers Report on Sickness Absenteeism among Full-Time Workers
Sickness absenteeism in the workplace is strongly correlated with the occurrence of influenza-like illness and may
serve as an indicator of the level of influenza activity in the employed population during the current pandemic.
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NIOSH tracks sickness absenteeism among full-time workers on a monthly basis, using data from the Current
Population Survey (CPS). Since CPS data are population-based and nationally representative, either of these
analyses can be stratified by a number of demographic and labor force characteristics such as age, sex, industry,
and occupation to provide benchmarks for those interested in specific segments of the population. For more
details, NIOSH reports present the geographic distribution of sickness absenteeism among full-time workers in the
U.S. by state for August 2009 at http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/enews/enewsv7n6chart.html.

16. New Information Available at www.StopMedicareFraud.gov
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius and Assistant Attorney General Tony West today
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help seniors and Medicare beneficiaries deter, detect and defend against Medical identity theft. Medical identity
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and uses the information to obtain medical care, to buy drugs or supplies, or to fraudulently bill Medicare using
0KIFG LI GA Sy (. 0hé ned tip2ahdS printdblR 5 ofHurk wede produced by the HHS Office of the
Inspector General (OIG) and are available now at www.StopMedicareFraud.gov and

www.oig.hhs.gov/fraud/idtheft.

17. New NIOSH Report Highlights Efforts in Workplace Safety

A new document from NIOSH, Delivering on the Nation’s Investment in Worker Safety and Health: NIOSH
Transition Report 2009, presents qualities that underpin federal efforts and illustrates ways in which NIOSH
continues to drive progress in occupational safety and health. NIOSH has included efforts in such areas as nora,
research-to-practice, emergency response, partnership, nanotechnology, global collaborations, and other cross-
cutting programs. Throughout the document, specific examples of how NIOSH research has successfully impacted
workplaces and the working population are included. Download NIOSH Publication No. 2009-144.

UPCOMING EVENTS

***STATEWIDE EMS CONFERENCES***

15th Annual Pocono EMS Conference - October 23, 24, 25, 2009. Pre-conference golf tournament
October 22, 2009. The conference will be held at The Inn at Pocono Manor, Pocono Manor, PA. For
additional information and conference registration visit www.easternemscouncil.org or call Eastern PA
EMS Council at 610-820-9212.

SDEMTA 2009 Conference. South Dakota's premier EMS conference will be October 23-25, 2009 in Sioux
Falls, SD. As information becomes available, it can be found at http://www.sdemta.org/.

Colorado State EMS Conference. Sponsored by the Emergency Medical Services Association of Colorado
(EMSAC). November 5-8 in Keystone, CO. It features local, state, and national speakers and draws
nearly 1000 attendees from Colorado and the Rocky Mountain region. Information about the
conference can be found at http://www.emsac.org/ Those interested in presenting at the conference
can submit presentations via our online system at http://www.speakerready.com/abstracts/EMSAC/
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30" Annual Virginia EMS Symposium. November 11 ¢ 15, 2009 Norfolk Waterside Marriott, Norfolk,
Virginia More information is available at www.vdh.virginia.gov/OEMS/Symposium/index.htm. On-line
registration opens August 1, 2009

32" Annual West Virginia EMS Conference. November 12 - 14, 2009 at the Days Inn Hotel & Conference
Center. Flatwoods, WV. More information will be provided when it becomes available.

34th Annual EMS Symposium November 12-14, 2009 Egan Center, Anchorage Alaska
Hosted by Southern Region EMS Council and State of Alaska Department of EMS and Injury Prevention

The 5" Annual New Jersey Statewide Conference on EMS November 12t C 14™ 2009 at the Sheraton
Atlantic City Conference Website: www.njemsconference.com

Texas EMS Conference. November 22 - 25" 2009. Fort Worth Convention Center. Look for exhibitor
registration beginning in March, 2009 and attendee registration beginning in May, 2009 at
http://www.texasemsconference.com/texas_ems 2009.htm.

***National Conferences and Special Meetings***

NEMSIS VERSION 3 Software Developers Meeting. October 20th 2009 Hyatt Regency DFW, DFW Airport,
Texas. This is the most important meeting of the year for EMS Agency and State level EMS Software
Developers. This meeting will focus on NEMSIS Version 3, the data standard, required software
function, and data transmission. All comments and discussion from this meeting will be used to
finalize the NEMSIS Version 3 Compliance Requirements. Important information regarding this
meeting, including a draft agenda, the registration process and hotel lodging accommodations is
available on the NEMSIS TAC website at www.nemsis.org

2009 Air Medical Transport Conference. October 26-28, 2009. San Jose, CA For more information go to
WWW.3ams.org.

2009 EMS Expo/NAEMT Annual Meeting. October 26-30, 2009. Atlanta, GA. Go to
http://www.publicsafetyevents.com/ems/index.po for more information.

EMSC Town Hall Conference Calls 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (eastern) January 5, 2010. The local number is
(202) 476-6338 or call toll-free dial (877) 355-6338 and enter EMSC (3672) for the meeting ID#.
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NASEMSO Staff Contacts

Elizabeth B. Armstrong, CAE, MAM / Executive Director
(703) 538-1799 ext. 7 - armstrong@nasemso.org

Sharon Kelly / Executive Assistant Leslee Stein-Spencer/Program Manager

(703) 538-1799 ext. 2 - kelly@nasemso.org Email: Stein-Spencer@nasemso.org

Kathy Robinson / Program Manager Mary Hedges/Program Manager

(703) 538-1799 ext. 4 ¢ robinson@nasemso.org Hedges@nasemso.org

Kevin McGinnis/Program Manager Karen Thompson / Web Site Content Manager
(571) 749-7217 -- mcginnis@nasemso.org (828) 693-5045 - thompson@nasemso.org

National Association of State EMS Officials
201 Park Washington Court
Falls Church VA 22046
Phone: (703) 538-1799
Fax: (703) 241-5603
Website: www.nasemso.org

The material contained in this newsletter is for informational purposes only. NASEMSO does
not support, endorse, or recommend any position, product, or service unless explicitly stated.

The Washington Update is supported by a cooperative agreement between NASEMSO and NHTSA
OEMS, with funds also provided by HRSA/EMSC. Feel free to share this publication with your colleagues.
To subscribe to receive the Washington Update bi-weekly by e-mail, please click here.
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