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Norajean Miles, Arkansas / Rural Issues Committee 
 
This is a brief summary of the 2nd Annual National Rural Emergency Preparedness 
Summit put on by the Rural Domestic Preparedness Consortium (RDPC) on October 7-8, 
2008 at the Emily Morgan Hotel, San Antonio Texas which I attended as the 
representative of NASEMSO.    
 
I have been privileged to work with this group for the past year and appreciate this 
opportunity to represent NASEMSO with advising the group in development of 
programs, courses and presentations aimed at the rural emergency community. You may 
recall the Mission and Vision of the RDPC.  
 
Mission 
The Rural Domestic Preparedness Consortium, through its member institutions, will 
provide rural communities with the knowledge, skills and abilities to enhance the safety, 
security and quality of life for their citizens through training, technical assistance and 
information sharing. 
 
Vision 
Rural communities across America will have the knowledge, skills and abilities necessary 
to enhance the safety, security and quality of life for their citizens 
 
A list of training courses currently available for delivery was provided along with courses 
currently under development.  The courses are available on the RDPC website at 
http://www.ruraltraining.org/.   
 
Each organization on the advisory committee was asked to invite two representative of 
their organization from target states to provide input and recommendations for programs 
and courses that might be of interest in their area.  I was fortunate that the North Dakota 
EMS Director, Tim Meyer, provided the opportunity to Amy Eberle, the North Dakota 
State Trauma Coordinator with the ND Dept of Health, Division of EMS to attend.  Even 
though North Dakota was busy with evacuees and assistance to Louisiana during the 
September storms, she was able to attend and provide information and helpful input on 
the programs that her rural state needs for emergency personnel.  
 
In all, this group provides relevant information for sharing and coordination as well as the 
delivery of preparedness training in support of homeland security requirements.   
Working with the diverse group and brainstorming the variety of training and courses 
needed is most productive.  
 
I am pleased that North Arkansas Community College (a member of the RDPC) will host 
the fall meeting of the advisory committee.  At that time the member colleges meet to get 
input and direction of the programs they are proposing for development.  
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North Carolina Central University

Course Development

•Identification of Terrorist Group Recruitment in Rural Jails and
Prisons to Reduce Threats to Homeland Security

•Developing Supervisory Skills to Assist with Rural Part-
Time/Volunteer Human Resource Management in Preparation for 
Catastrophic Events

•Managing Physiological & Psychological Effects of Stress 
Associated with Natural Disasters and Terrorist Attacks 
Among Rural Part-Time/Volunteer First Responders and Their 
Families

•Help–Seeking, Recovery and Mitigation for Rural Part-
Time/Volunteer First Responders
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North Carolina Central University 

Marketing Audience:
Volunteer & Part-Time First Responders
Rural and Small Community Jails & Prisons
Minority Community Engagement

Development Phase:
Formal Needs Assessment
DHS Course Inventory Review

Contact:
M. Chris Herring
919-530-5206  Office              
704-232-1257  Mobile
mherring@nccu.edu
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Eastern Kentucky University
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Eastern Kentucky University

Eastern Kentucky University
• Founded in 1874 as Central University

• Currently, home to over 16,000 
students in five colleges:

• Arts & Sciences
• Business & Technology
• Education
• Health Sciences
• Justice & Safety

• 725-acre main campus

• Educational centers in Corbin, 
Danville, Manchester, Hazard, 
Lancaster, Somerset and Fort Knox
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The College of Justice and Safety
More than 1,500 students, 43 Full-time Faculty, and 225 Full and Part-time Staff
Three Academic Departments:

Correctional and Juvenile Justice Studies
AA, BS, & MS Offered

Criminal Justice and Police Studies
BS & MS in Criminal Justice 
AA & BS in Police Studies

Safety, Security, and Emergency Management
BS in Assets Protection & Security
AA & BS Fire & Safety Engineering Technology  
AS & BS in Emergency Medical Care
BS in Homeland Security
MS in Safety, Security, and Emergency Management

Two Centers:
The Justice and Safety Center
Training Resource Center

Eastern Kentucky University
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Eastern Kentucky University

Courses Under Development
“Event Security Planning for Public Safety Officials”

• ILT 
DHS Course Review Meeting held 9 Sep 
Waiting DHS final report  
Currently making final revisions

• WBT 
Sapien Systems converting ILT into web-based 
course 
Expect final draft of converted course 30 Sep
Develop and submit prototype to DHS by mid-Oct
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Eastern Kentucky University

Courses Under Development

“Development of Emergency Operations Plans for Local 
Jurisdictions”

• ILT 
Working with Kentucky Department of Emergency 
Management SME’s
Draft Course Design Document (CDD) almost complete
Submit CDD to DHS in OCT
Course prototype training materials development 
begins in Oct
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Eastern Kentucky University

Courses Under Development

“Incident Command for Rural Communities”

• ILT 
Initial CDD developed 
Course concept to be redesigned based on work 
with Chad Foster and NIMS SC
Updated CDD still to be developed 
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Eastern Kentucky University
Course Marketing/Availability/

Contact information
• “Event Security Planning for Public Safety Officials”- ILT

Expect DHS Certification by late Oct
Course already scheduled in MD, KS, KY beginning late Oct
Marketing and Contact POC is Michelle Day; michelle.day@eku.edu

• “Event Security Planning for Public Safety Officials” - WBT
Estimate completion of DHS reviews in early 2009
Estimate availability Spring 2009 via DHS website 
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Contact Information

Dr. Pam Collins
Executive Director
EKU Justice and Safety Center
Pam.Collins@eku.edu

Tom Lindquist
Director
Rural Domestic Preparedness
Consortium
EKU Justice & Safety Center
859-622-6446 - phone
Tom.Lindquist@eku.edu

Leah Baldwin
Project Administrator
Rural Domestic Preparedness 
Consortium
EKU Justice & Safety Center
859-622-6861 - phone
Leah.Baldwin@eku.edu

Emily Raine
Senior Resource Analyst
EKU Justice & Safety Center
Emily.Raine@eku.edu

Steve Precker
Project Manager
G&H International Services, Inc.
(202) 955-9517 - phone
sprecker@ghinternational.com


